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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 
1. stake a claim (phrase) – assert, declare, state (ones right). 
2. brewing (adjective) – (of an unwelcome situation) developing, looming, impending. 
3. boil over (phrasal verb) – reaching the point at which a condition becomes more serious (due 

to angry) & it cannot be controlled. 
4. lure (verb) – tempt, attract, persuade/coax. 
5. dissident (noun) – dissenter, objector, protester. 
6. allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, indictment. 
7. bribery (noun) – corruption, subornation, graft. 
8. abduction (noun) – kidnapping, hostage-taking. 
9. confinement (noun) – detention, custody, captivity. 
10. unfold (verb) – develop, evolve, happen, take place/occur. 
11. (make) a mockery of (phrase) – make something to look foolish/absurd. 
12. disregard (verb) – ignore, pay no attention to,  take no notice of. 
13. greed (noun) – desire, appetite, hunger/yearning (for something, especially wealth, power, etc). 
14. quell (verb) – put an end to, overcome, stifle/thwart. 
15. rebellion (noun) – dissent, nonconformity, defiance. 
16. truce (noun) – suspension of hostilities, cessation of hostilities; an agreement between 

opponents. 
17. dubious (adjective) – suspicious, questionable, unreliable. 
18. tainted (adjective) – damaged, spoiled, debased. 
19. imprimatur (noun) – authorization, approval, consent/blessing. 
20. turmoil (noun) – trouble, disturbance, upheaval/disorder. 
21. maximalist (adjective) – denoting an extreme view. 
22. by all means (phrase) – certainly, indeed, of course, definitely. 
23. footprint (noun) – mark, impression, track/trace. 
24. conform (verb) – comply with, abide by, adhere to. 
25. adherence (noun) – commitment, dedication, faithfulness/allegiance. 
26. pursuit (noun) – aspiration for, quest for, search for. 
27. engineer (verb) – organize/mastermind, orchestrate, choreograph. 
28. relentless (adjective) – persistent, continuing, constant. 
29. destabilise (verb) – undermine, weaken, impair/subvert. 
30. from the word go (phrase) – from the very beginning. 
31. have nothing to do with (phrase) – be unconnected with, be unrelated to. 
32. credibility (noun) – trustworthiness, reliability, integrity. 
33. crumble (verb) – disintegrate/collapse, fall to pieces, fall apart. 
34. temptation (noun) – desire, urge, impulse/inclination. 
35. collapse under its own weight (phrase) – fall because of its own weight/burden. 
36. short of (phrase) – less than. 
37. shaky (adjective) – questionable, unreliable, undependable. 
38. legitimacy (noun) – reasonableness/soundness, justification, validity. 

The visible hand: on BJP's position in the 

Karnataka political crisis 
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BJP must not stake claim to form a Ministry in Karnataka without an 

absolute majority 

The political crisis in Karnataka that has been brewing for months has boiled over, 

threatening the Congress-Janata Dal(S) coalition government. With 13 of its MLAs 

resigning from the Assembly in phases, and one independent withdrawing his support, the 

coalition’s original strength of 118 in the 224-seat House appears to have come down to 

104. If all the resignations are found valid and accepted by the Speaker, the halfway mark 

will drop from 113 to 106. The BJP has 105 MLAs and the support of independent MLA 

Nagesh, who has resigned as a Minister. All the Congress and JD(S) Ministers have 

resigned to allow the leadership the space to lure back the dissidents. With allegations of 

bribery, and abduction and confinement of lawmakers, what is unfolding is a mockery of 

democracy and a shameful disregard for the 2018 verdict. Though there are contradictions 

in the coalition and both parties had fought last year’s election separately, post-poll 

coalitions are a legitimate and honourable route to the formation of a government in a hung 

Assembly. The legislators driven by nothing more than their greed are not setting a good 

example. Even if the Congress and the JD(S) manage to quell the rebellion and save the 

government, the truce will be dubious and tainted. 

The BJP’s hand in the crisis is not invisible. In fact, its imprimatur is unmistakable in the 

turmoil. The party, which emerged as the single largest in the election but short of a 

majority, has not been able to accept the verdict and play the role of a responsible 

Opposition. The BJP’s maximalist approach of seizing power by all means and in all places 

may have served it well in terms of expanding its footprint. But this approach does not 

conform to its claimed adherence to democracy. In Arunachal Pradesh and Goa, the BJP 

had acted on its philosophy that the pursuit of power justifies all means. In Karnataka, the 

party has used the strategy of engineering resignations of MLAs to force by-elections 

several times over the last decade. Given this pattern, and considering the BJP State unit’s 

relentless attempts to destabilise the coalition from the word go, Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh’s protestations in Parliament on Monday that the BJP had nothing to do with the 

current crisis in Karnataka carries little credibility. The party has meanwhile said that it 

would seek to form an alternative government, should the coalition crumble. The BJP must 

resist that temptation and instead wait for the results of the by-elections caused by the 

resignations. If the coalition collapses under its own weight, any alternative arrangement 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/karnataka-political-crisis-congress-jds-ministers-quit-cabinet-reshuffle-likely/article28323605.ece?homepage=true
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that is short of an absolute majority of the total strength of the House will be shaky and 

lacking in political legitimacy. That situation is best avoided. 

 

 


