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Important VVocab For the Editorial
1. tag (noun) — identity, label, name.
2. fickle (adjective) — volatile, changeable/variable, irregular.
3. lead-up to (noun) — circumstances, conditions, situation.
4. the dust settles (phrase) — things calm down.
5
6

solitary (adjective) — only, single/sole, lone.
. wake-up call (noun) — something which alerts a person to a problem and makes him/her to do
some remedial action.
7. setback (noun) — problem, difficulty, issue.
8. knockout (noun) — the loser is eliminated from a tournament; elimination match/competition.
9. take on (phrasal verb) — compete against, oppose, face.
10. pit (verb) — match against, put in opposition to, set against.
11. foe (noun) — enemy, adversary, opponent.
12. prudent (adjective) — wise, sensible, careful/ far-sighted.
13. arsenal (noun) — array, collection/range, line-up of resources.
14. ride on (phrasal verb) — depend on.
15. top-line (adjective) — of the highest quality.
16. under-cooked (adjective) — underdone/cooked insufficiently; figuratively means “not performed
well enough”.
17. punctuate (verb) — happen or occur (at intervals).
18. fang (noun) — a large sharp tooth.
19. incisive (adjective) — quick & sharp.
20. helm (verb) — lead/oversee, manage, steer.
21. mask (verb) — hide, conceal, cover.
22. resilience (noun) — strength, toughness; the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties.
23. opponent (noun) — rival, adversary, the opposition.
24. astute (adjective) — shrewd, clever, smart.
25. tail off (phrasal verb) — gradually diminish/weaken.
26. slide (noun) — fall, drop, downturn.
27. lean on (verb) — depend on, rely on, count on.
28. menace (noun) — threat/danger, risk/peril, intimidation.
29. scalp (noun) — used with reference to getting wickets of opponent team.
30. maverick (adjective) — atypical, irregular, distinctive.
31. x-factor (noun) — a special talent.
32. excel (verb) — shine, be very good, be proficient.
33. bank on (phrasal verb) — rely on, depend on, count on.
34. belligerence (noun) — aggressive/combative behaviour, determination, firmness.
35. excellence (noun) — brilliance, merit/talent, quality.
36. force (noun) — drive, power, energy.
37. beckon (verb) — attract, captivate, fascinate/interest.

The last four: on cricket World Cup
semifinalists
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India has retained the tag of favourite as the cricket World Cup enters the
semifinal stage

The ICC World Cup has entered its business end much after it commenced on May 30.
Including the inaugural game that featured host England and South Africa at the Oval in
London, 41 matches were played, while four contests became victims of the fickle English
weather. In the lead-up to cricket’s premier championship, India, England and Australia
were the favourites and the expectation was that one among New Zealand, Pakistan, South
Africa and Sri Lanka, would be the fourth contender. As the dust settles on the league
phase, India, Australia, England and New Zealand gualified for the semifinals. Virat
Kohli’s men topped the table with consistent performances. The solitary loss against
England was more of a wake-up call than a serious setback to the path to the knockout
phase. This Tuesday, India will take on New Zealand at Manchester’s Old Trafford and the
second semifinal pits old foes Australia and England at Birmingham’s Edgbaston on
Thursday. The Men in Blue have an edge but it would be prudent to remember that in the
warm-up fixture at the Oval on May 25, New Zealand won by six wickets. Since then
Kohli’s men have gained strength. India’s arsenal rides on the top-order, which has Rohit
Sharma top-lining it with 647 runs and a mind-boggling five centuries, besides K.L. Rahul
and skipper Kohli. The middle order, though, is under-cooked. Hardik Pandya and Rishabh
Pant had their moments while M.S. Dhoni punctuated a series of dots with a hit to the
fence.

The bowling, though, has its fangs thanks to a fast unit helmed by the incisive Jasprit
Bumrah. That India masked its weaknesses and overcame the loss of players like Shikhar
Dhawan and Vijay Shankar to injuries is evidence that the outfit has resilience. New
Zealand, meanwhile, has always been an opponent where the sum is bigger than the parts.
In Kane Williamson it has a supreme batsman and an astute leader, but the Black Caps
tailed off with three losses and the slide has to be reversed if India is to be challenged. As
for Australia, the defending champion leans on the opening combine of captain Aaron
Finch and David Warner, Steve Smith, and the left-arm menace of speedster Mitchell
Starc, who leads the attack with 26 scalps, while maverick Glenn Maxwell lends the X-
factor. Finally, England gets a chance to show that it can excel in limited overs cricket; it is
banking on the belligerence of men like Jonny Bairstow, Jason Roy and Ben Stokes. It is
an interesting mix at the last-four stage, and all that the eventual champion will need are



https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/2019-cricket-world-cup-its-india-against-new-zealand-in-first-semifinal-hosts-england-face-australia-in-other/article28310442.ece
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two days of excellence. Anything could happen, as South Africa showed by defeating
Australia in the last league encounter. But the force is with India and a final at Lord’s on

July 14 beckons.




