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Important VVocab For the Editorial

surrogacy (noun) — the process of carrying of a pregnancy (by artificial insemination or surgical
implantation of a fertilized egg) and giving birth to a child by surrogate mother for intended
parents.

fraught with (adjective) — full of, filled with.

bio-ethic (adjective) — relating to the ethical issues emerging from advances in biology and
medicine.

aplenty (adjective) — in large quantities, in large numbers, in abundance.

bear fruit (phrase) — yield/get results, succeed, be effective.

put an end to (phrase) — block, thwart, stop.

rampant (adjective) — widespread, present everywhere/pervasive, unrestrained/out of control.
excursion (noun) — deviation (from a regular practice).

shut down (phrasal verb) — discontinue, cease activity, close down.

. flagrant (adjective) — glaring, evident, blatant.
. underprivileged (adjective) — disadvantaged, impoverished, poverty-stricken.
. in the cross hairs (phrase) — something which is being aimed at by. (cross hairs — a very thin

crossed wires, in the microscope/gun/etc, used to focus/aim something preciously).

. at the bottom of the pile (phrase) — at the lowest level of a society.
. plethora (noun) — excess, abundance, surplus/too many.
. assisted reproductive techniques

. mushroom (verb) — increase, expand, grow/develop rapidly

. altruistic (adjective) — unselfish, selfless, generous, charitable.

. wholesome (adjective) — healthy, good, beneficial.

. surrogate (noun) — short for surrogate mother.

. exploit (verb) — take advantage of, make use of, misuse/ill-treat.

. embryo (noun) — an early stage of development of unborn child. it develops from a single cell

(called zygote) resulting from the fertilization of the female egg cell by the male sperm cell.

. gamete (noun) — the male or female reproductive cell.

. in compliance with (noun) — adherence to, conformity to, accordance with.

. criterion (noun) — basis, standard, norm. (criteria is the plural form of criterion).

. put/place the cart before the horse (phrase) — reverse/change the proper order of something.
. bear (verb) — give birth to a child.

Great expectations: on Surrogacy Bill

Ending commercial surrogacy will not be possible without regulating ART
clinics

It is a truth, universally acknowledged, that surrogacy needs to be regulated by law. There
is no argument about whether an issue such as surrogacy fraught with bioethical issues
aplenty requires regulation: it does. The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019, should have
come a long time ago. Regulations in the past in the area of child adoption and
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transplantation of human organs have, historically, borne fruit, effectively putting an end to
rampant commercial transactions, and providing a structure by which any excursions
outside of the law may be shut down. Flagrant violations of human rights have been
witnessed repeatedly in the ‘baby-making factory’ in India, the underprivileged woman
often in the cross hairs, and at the bottom of the pile. The plethora of unregulated assisted
reproductive techniques (ART) clinics that mushroomed, coinciding with India becoming a
global health-care destination, ensured that there was a good volume of traffic toward the
country, besides growing domestic demand for surrogacy services. In this context, there is
expectation that the Surrogacy Bill will regulate commercial surrogacy, while allowing an
altruistic form of it to continue, by putting in place strict supervisory and regulatory
frameworks. The question here is whether the Bill, recently passed by the Lok Sabha, will
serve the wholesome purpose of regulating the vastly complex area of surrogacy, while
sensitively balancing the needs of ‘intending parents’ and surrogates.

The Bill mandates payment to the surrogate mother, who can only be a ‘close relative’, to
the extent of covering medical expenses and providing insurance during the term of the
pregnancy. It has specified that ‘exploiting the surrogate mother’ would attract punishment
of imprisonment of up to 10 years and a fine of up to [ 10 lakh; advertising for surrogacy
and selling/importing human embryos or gametes for surrogacy also attract the same
punishment. It has mandated registration of surrogacy clinics, and put in place regulatory
boards to ensure compliance with the law. But its critics have panned it for the lack of
specifics in definitions (the generalised ‘close relative’ criterion for surrogates); the
exclusion of various groups of people from access to surrogacy (only married couples of a
certain age group are eligible); and primarily, of trying to put the ‘cart before the horse’ by
seeking to regulate surrogacy before setting the ART house in order. The capacity of the
state to end commercial surrogacy may itself be compromised if it does not first set up a
regulatory framework for ART clinics, which provide the basic technology for surrogacy.
Else, the government is merely setting itself up to implement a law that may spectacularly
fail. That would be a tragedy, because this is one law that is pregnant with the possibility of
truly revolutionising the surrogacy sector, cleaning it up, and fulfilling the dreams of
people who are themselves unable to bear children.




