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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 
1. obsession (noun) – fixation, craze/addiction; phobia, complex. 
2. ingrained (adjective) – entrenched, established, fixed. 
3. patchy (adjective) – uneven, irregular; insufficient, inadequate . 
4. set off (phrasal verb) – cause, give rise to, bring about. 
5. hate crime (noun) – any criminal offence that is carried out because of hostility or prejudice 

based on disability, race, religion, transgender identity or sexual orientation. 
6. lethal (adjective) – deadly, fatal, killing. 
7. tell-tale (adjective) – revealing, suggestive, indicative. 
8. denounce (verb) – condemn/criticize, attack, censure. 
9. bigotry (noun) – injustice, bias, discrimination. 
10. (white) supremacy (noun) –  support for the supremacy of a particular group, especially a racial 

group (white). 
11. sinister (adjective) – disturbing, menacing; bad/criminal. 
12. ideology (noun) – beliefs, ideas/opinions, principles. 
13. pervasive (adjective) – prevalent, extensive, ubiquitous, omnipresent. 
14. espouse (verb) – adopt, embrace; support/endorse (a cause). 
15. glaring (adjective) – obvious, flagrant, blatant, visible/apparent. 
16. curb (verb) – restrain, restrict, control. 
17. proliferation (noun) – rapid increase, rise, escalation. 
18. magazine (noun) – an ammunition storage and feeding device within or attached to a 

repeating firearm. 
19. bump stock (noun) – it is a well-established capability that uses the recoil of a semi-automatic 

firearm to fire multiple shots in rapid succession. 
20. exponentially (adverb) – rapidly, quickly, fast. 
21. lethality (noun) – the capacity to cause death/harm/damage. 
22. punctuate (verb) – happen or occur (at intervals). 
23. unrelenting (adjective) – continuous, relentless, unabating. 
24. sustained (adjective) – continuous, uninterrupted, constant. 
25. lobby (noun) – a group of people attempting to influence (the government / 

its official group/elected legislators) to create the actions, policies, or decisions to help a 
particular organization. 

26. dog whistle politics (noun) – political messaging employing coded language that appears to 
mean one thing to the general population but has an additional, different or more specific 
resonance for a targeted subgroup. 

27. xenophobia (noun) – Greek phrase meaning fear/hatred of foreigners. 
28. embolden (verb) – give courage, encourage, strengthen/fortify. 
29. fringe (noun) – the outer/marginal part (of a group). 
30. fraternity (noun) – group, profession; a group of people with same job, interest and etc. 
31. hand around (phrasal verb) – to pass/offer something to all the people in a group. 
32. societal (adjective) – related to society. 
33. buttress (verb) – support, uphold, defend/back up. 
34. hatred (noun) – dislike, hostility, resentment/aversion. 
35. melting pot (noun) – a place with different people & their cultures combined together. 
36. unravel (verb) – resolve, solve, uncover/unfold. 
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Open obsession: on U.S. mass shootings 

An ingrained gun culture and patchy regulations set off hate crimes in the 

U.S. 

Two American cities, El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, Ohio, more than 2,500 kilometres apart, 

witnessed lethal shootings resulting in mass fatalities over the past weekend, with at least 31 

people dead, many injured, and a nation in shock. The El Paso attack, which bore tell-tale signs of 

a hate crime, was the deadliest mass shooting in the United States since November 2017 and 

brings to 32 the tally of shootings there in 2019 that had at least three victims. In his reaction to 

the shootings, U.S. President Donald Trump appeared to denounce the racist intention behind the 

shooting when he said, “In one voice our nation must condemn racism, bigotry and white 

supremacy,” and that these “sinister ideologies must be defeated.” While he was not wrong to 

highlight the pervasive threat of racist violence — police investigating the El Paso shooting said 

they found an anti-immigrant document espousing white nationalist and racist views, which they 

believe was written by the suspect, Patrick Crusius — his focus on violent video games, mental 

illness and online bigotry leaves a glaring gap in policy: common-sense gun control reforms to 

curb the proliferation of deadly, military grade weapons and high-capacity magazines. 

The battle to pass broad, effective gun control legislation, such as tougher background checks for 

gun buyers and the banning of certain gun technologies and accessories such as bump stocks that 

exponentially raise the lethality of weapons, has punctuated the past few decades of America’s 

unrelenting, 228-year-old love-affair with guns. Despite sustained lobbying to push forward basic 

gun control laws through the U.S. Congress — former President Obama saw no fewer than 17 of 

his attempts to bring gun control to the floor of Congress defeated by conservative lawmakers — 

the constitutional right to bear arms has never been more fiercely defended. Further Mr. Trump’s 

regular dog whistles to the forces of racist xenophobia appear to have emboldened fringe elements 

within the gun-loving fraternities to carry out mass attacks against minorities. The National Rifle 

Association quietly hands around $6 million annually to lawmakers in Washington to retain its 

pro-gun agenda as a top priority. Pro-gun lobbies consistently mobilise voters around the Second 

Amendment. The result of combining this ingrained “gun culture” with patchy gun regulations is 

ever more incidents of mass shootings. The societal and economic challenges that minorities face 

in the U.S. are already immense; if they become targets of a new vector of racist hatred, buttressed 

by the unregulated firepower of guns, then America’s “melting pot” dream will unravel fast. 


