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Important VVocab For the Editorial

defection (noun) — desertion, absconding, decamping.

horse-trading (noun) — it is normally used to indicate a hard & shrewd (clever)
negotiation/bargaining between two bargaining (political) parties to show an understanding of
the problem.

pull down (phrasal verb) — remove, ruin/wreak, destroy/devastate.

under way (phrase) — going on, continuing, in progress.

sit/wait in the wings (phrase) — someone who is not active at this time, but ready to do
something very soon.

perfect (verb) — improve, refine/hone, brush up/fine-tune, bring to perfection.

lure (verb) — tempt, attract, induce.

stem from (verb) — emerge from, originate from, emanate from.

spectacular (adjective) — impressive, magnificent, outstanding/remarkable.

. reconcile to (verb) — accept, get used to, accommodate/adjust oneself to.

. manoeuvre (verb) — manage, organize, arrange (something tactfully).

. the time is ripe (phrase) — an appropriate/convenient time has come.

. strike (noun) — a sudden attack/assault.

. disenchantment (noun) — disappointment, dissatisfaction, discontent.

. stormy (adjective) — turbulent, volatile, intense/tumultuous.

. concede (verb) — give up, hand over, sacrifice; allow, grant/give.

. Join hands with (phrase) — work together with.

. opportunism (noun) — expediency/exploitation, taking advantage, pragmatism.
. Inherent (adjective) — intrinsic/innate; basic/fundamental, implicit.

. contradiction (noun) — disagreement, opposition, inconsistency; rebuttal/negation.
. face-to-face (adjective) — direct, personally, head on.

. dimension (noun) — aspect, feature, element.

. yearn (verb) — long, desire, wish.

. cross over (phrasal verb) — join, unite, attach/connect.

. howsoever (conjunction) — in whatever way, however.

. meagre (adjective) — limited, little, modest.

. divergent (adjective) — differing, varying, dissimilar/contrasting.

pay the price (phrase) — to go through the unpleasant outcome of something which you have
done earlier.
glue (noun) — adhesive, fixative, paste/gum.

. rebel (verb) — rise up, revolt; defy/oppose/disobey.

. rout (noun) — defeat, overwhelming (very large/massive/huge) defeat.

. lend itself to (verb) — be suitable for, be applicable for, be adaptable to.

. brazen (adjective) — bold and shameless; unashamed, unabashed.

. rent-seeking (noun) — a behavior which does not create economic gains for society, instead it

helps a company/organisation/individual using their resources to get economic gain.

. overshadow (verb) — conceal, obscure, outshine/eclipse.

. turmoil (noun) — trouble, disturbance, upheaval/disorder.

. hiatus (noun) — pause, break, interval.

. Ideological (adjective) — dogmatic, doctrinal.

. reorientation (noun) — the act of changing the focus/direction.
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40. address (verb) — attend to, tackle, deal with.
41. livelihood (adjective) — source of income, means of support, living, subsistence.

Power play: on Karnataka political crisis

GUPTA

BJP senses an opportunity to return to power in Karnataka through a series
of defections

With two MLAs of the Congress resigning from the Karnataka Assembly, it is clear
that horse-trading to pull down the State government is under way. The BJP is not just
waiting in the wings; it is actively trying to reenact a script it has perfected over a decade
and more. The resignations of Vijayanagar MLA Anand Singh and Gokak MLA Ramesh
Jarkiholi can only be seen as a replay of a strategy the BJP used earlier, luring Opposition
MLASs to resign from the Assembly, thereby forcing by-elections. The BJP’s confidence in
winning the by-polls stems from its spectacular showing in the Lok Sabha election. The
party is yet to reconcile itself to the role of the Opposition after having emerged as the
single largest party in the May 2018 Assembly election. At 105 seats in the 224-strong
House, it was eight short of a simple majority and began plans to manoeuvre its way to
power. The BJP appears to be convinced that the time is ripe for a strike, both because of
its success in the parliamentary election and the disenchantment in the Congress over the
alliance with the JD(S). If enough number of coalition MLAs resign, the BJP could claim a
majority with its present strength in an Assembly of reduced strength, and by-polls could
follow. The Congress-JD(S) coalition could be facing a stormy Assembly session,
scheduled to begin on July 12.

A Karnataka model had come to inspire non-BJP parties nationally after the formation of
the coalition government. The Congress decision to concede the Chief Minister’s position
to junior partner JD(S) in order to prevent it from joining hands with the BJP was
remarkable. But it was also remarkable for its opportunism. Instability is inherent in
coalitions led by smaller partners, but the present contradictions in the Congress in
Karnataka, the only southern State where the party is face-to-face with the BJP, have
another dimension. Legislators yearning for positions of power is nothing unusual, but they
usually think twice before crossing over to a different party. The skills of leaders and
claims of a larger purpose, howsoever meagre those may be, are factors that hold together
vastly divergent ambitions within a political party. The Congress is lacking in these aspects
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and is paying a heavy price. If power is the only glue, it is natural that legislators who are
denied ministerial berths would rebel. The party still enjoys significant public support in
Karnataka, as was demonstrated in the local body elections weeks after its rout in the Lok
Sabha election. The Congress cannot lend itself to brazen business and rent-seeking
rivalries that overshadow politics in Karnataka. If the party and its coalition survive the
current turmoil it will still be only a hiatus. Their long-term survival will be even more
challenging, requiring an ideological reorientation and commitment to addressing the

people’s larger livelihood concerns.
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