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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 
1. uncertainty (noun) – instability, unpredictability, indecision. 
2. irony (noun) – paradox, incongruity, peculiarity. 
3. apparent (adjective) – clear, evident, obvious. 
4. short of (phrase) – less than. 
5. fall short (of) (phrase) – be deficient, inadequate, be insufficient. 
6. concede (verb) – admit, acknowledge, accept/recognize. 
7. in the saddle (phrase) – in charge/in command, in the driving seat, in authority. 
8. rebellion (noun) – dissent, nonconformity, defiance. 
9. the ranks (noun) – the people who belong to a particular organization/group. 
10. inherent (adjective) – intrinsic/innate; basic/fundamental, implicit. 
11. relentless (adjective) – persistent, continuing, constant. 
12. amoral (adjective) – unprincipled, without standards/morals. 
13. pursuit (noun) – aspiration for, quest for, search for. 
14. evidently (adverb) – seemingly, apparently, on the face of it. 
15. elate (verb) – happy, delighted, excited. 
16. machinations (noun) – schemes/plots, intrigues, conspiracies. 
17. precede (verb) – previous, earlier, prior. 
18. Anti-defection law (noun) – The 10th Schedule to the Constitution, popularly referred to as the 

„Anti-Defection Law,‟ was inserted by the 52nd Amendment in 1985. The grounds of 
disqualification are specified in Paragraph 2 of the 10th Schedule. A member would incur a 
disqualification under paragraph 2 (1) (a) when he “voluntarily gives up his membership of a 
party” and under 2 (1) (b) when he/she votes (or abstains from voting) contrary to the directive 
issued by the party. (Courtesy: The Hindu). 

19. tenure (noun) – term, period, time. 
20. sought past and past participle of seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim. 
21. pre-empt (verb) – appropriate, take over, occupy. 
22. composition (noun) – formation, structure, organization. 
23. bitterness (noun) – hostility, dissatisfaction, discontent. 
24. linger (verb) – hold, remain, stay (longer). 
25. dishonourable (adjective) – disgraceful, unworthy, improper. 
26. rent-seeking (noun) – a behavior which does not create economic gains for society, instead it 

helps a company/organisation/individual using their resources to get economic gain. 
27. high-handedness (noun) – arrogance, heavy-handedness, oppressiveness. 
28. rapacity (noun) – greed, covetousness, materialism. 
29. dent (verb) – diminish, reduce, lessen. 
30. powerhouse (noun) – a person/country with a lot of energy, power & influence. 
31. water scarcity (noun) – water crisis, water stress; the lack of sufficient available fresh water 

resources to meet water demand. 
32. garner (verb) – gather, collect, accumulate. 
33. bloody nose (noun) – defeat. 

In governance mode: on Yediyurappa govt's 

focus 
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The government in Karnataka should focus on development despite political 

uncertainty 

The BJP government in Karnataka won a trust vote in the Assembly on Monday, but that does 

not end the political instability. B.S. Yediyurappa, who has become Chief Minister for the 

fourth time at the age of 76, can breathe easy for six months now. The irony of his trust vote 

victory is that his government does not have an absolute majority of the total strength of the 

House. The exact numbers in favour of the government were not clear as there was no division of 

votes on Monday, but it is apparent that the BJP is short of the halfway mark of the Assembly’s 

full strength, which is 225, including one nominated Anglo-Indian representative. Winning 105 

seats, it had fallen short in the 2018 Assembly election but Mr. Yediyurappa had never conceded 

defeat. Supreme Court intervention ended his third tenure as CM in just three days then, but he is 

back in the saddle 14 months on, riding a rebellion in the ranks of the Congress and the Janata Dal 

(Secular) which had formed a post-poll coalition and government in 2018. While the coalition had 

inherent contradictions that weakened it from the very start, it was the BJP’s relentless and amoral 

pursuit of power that led to its collapse. The BJP is evidently elated, and Mr. Yediyurappa said he 

believed in the principle of “forget and forgive”. 

Many other characters in the months-long political drama in Karnataka may not be able to “forget 

and forgive” the machinations that preceded the vote. K.R. Ramesh Kumar, who resigned as 

Speaker on Monday, disqualified 17 rebels from the Congress and the JD(S) under the anti-

defection law. By disqualifying them for the Assembly’s remaining tenure, he sought to pre-empt 

their inclusion in the new government, but the issue is headed for the courts. It might be a while 

before by-polls are held, and those could alter the Assembly’s composition. The bitterness among 

political parties will linger, and the government will have uncertainty hanging over it. The State 

houses some of the best companies and has built for itself a reputation as a destination for 

investors and job-seekers. A dishonourable political culture that involves rent-seeking, high-

handedness and rapacity by leaders has dented that reputation in recent years. Karnataka 

continuing its success as an economic powerhouse is in the interest of the country. While these are 

medium-term concerns, the State has some immediate challenges to tackle, particularly water 

scarcity and urban management. With such tasks ahead, the Chief Minister will need all the time 

and focus he can possibly garner for governance. Now that Mr. Yediyurappa has realised his 

dream and taken command, he should ensure that his rivals who ended with bloody noses in this 

battle are drafted for better governance and the progress of Karnataka. 
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