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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 
1. diplomacy (noun) – international politics, foreign affairs, foreign policy. 
2. demilitarised (adjective) – relating to an area wherein all military forces are removed. 
3. dictatorship (noun) – despotism, autocracy, absolute rule. 
4. off the cuff (phrase) – impromptu, unprepared, unplanned. 
5. seize the opportunity (phrase) – take advantage of, benefit, gain. 
6. parley (noun) – negotiation, talk/dialogue, discussion. 
7. stall (verb) – obstruct, stop, block. 
8. credit (noun) – praise, commendation, admiration/kudos. 
9. infuse (verb) – add, introduce, impart. 
10. negotiation (noun) – discussion, conference, deliberation. 
11. impatient (adjective) – discontented, displeased, agitated/restless. 
12. sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws 

by limiting or stopping trade with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc 
(Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

13. logjam (noun) – unsettled situation. 
14. impasse (noun) – deadlock, stalemate, stand-off. 
15. address (verb) – attend to, tackle, deal with. 
16. cryptic (adjective) – confusing, mystifying, perplexing/puzzling. 
17. in principle (phrase) – in general, in essence, in the main. 
18. denuclearize (verb) – remove nuclear weapons from (a country, state, etc). 
19. peninsula (noun) – an area of land almost surrounded by water (on three sides) and one side 

attached to the mainland. 
20. chiefly (noun) – mainly, primarily, principally. 
21. compromise (noun) – agreement, understanding, settlement. 
22. warrant (verb) – guarantee, affirm, promise; justify, vindicate. 
23. reciprocation (noun) – counteraction, redress, compensation. 
24. diversified (adjective) – consisting of many different people/things; different, various. 
25. go beyond (phrasal verb) – exceed, do more than. 
26. resume (verb) – restart, recommence, begin again. 
27. reprieve (noun) – cancellation, suspension, postponement (of something undesirable event). 
28. stick to (phrasal verb) – abide by, adhere to, keep/hold to. 
29. maximalist (adjective) – denoting an extreme view. 
30. denuclearisation (noun) – the act of removing nuclear weapons from a place. 
31. run into (phrasal verb) – experience, encounter, meet with. 
32. insurance (noun) – protection, defence, safeguard, safety measure. 
33. aggression (noun) – audacity, assertiveness, determination/forcefulness. 
34. accede (verb) – agree to, accept/endorse, surrender to. 
35. freeze (noun) – suspension, fix, hold. 
36. shut down (phrasal verb) – discontinue, cease activity, close. 
37. constructive (adjective) – useful/helpful, productive, practical/effective/beneficial. 
38. reciprocal (adjective) – mutual, common, corresponding. 
39. confidence-building measures (noun) – confidence-building measures (CBMs) are planned 

procedures to prevent hostilities, to avert escalation, to reduce military tension, and 
to build mutual trust between countries. 
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40. diplomatic (adjective) – (delicate & sensitive) consular, foreign-policy, political. 
41. outreach (noun) – the level of reaching out/activity/effort; involvement. 
42. momentum (noun) – impetus, driving force, power/strength. 
43. in vain (phrase) – unsuccessfully, futile, useless. 

Trump in North Korea 

The U.S. President appears committed to diplomacy in dealing with North 

Korea 

U.S. President Donald Trump made history on Sunday when he stepped on to North 

Korean soil from the demilitarised zone (DMZ) that separates the two Koreas. He is the 

only American President to have visited North Korea, the isolated, nuclear-armed 

dictatorship that is historically seen as an enemy in Washington’s policy establishment. 

The President’s surprise announcement, via Twitter, that he was ready to visit the DMZ to 

meet with North Korean leader Kim Jong-un was typical of Mr. Trump, who enjoys 

conducting off-the-cuff personal diplomacy. North Korea seized the opportunity, and both 

leaders met at the DMZ, held talks for nearly an hour and decided to resume parleys that 

have stalled since the two leaders’ failed summit in Hanoi. Mr. Trump deserves credit for 

infusing fresh life into the nuclear negotiations. His intervention came at a time when 

North Koreans were growing impatient over lack of progress in the matter of ties. In recent 

weeks, they had personally attacked U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and targeted the 

South Korean leadership over the sanctions and the logjam in talks. Now that both Mr. 

Trump and Mr. Kim have met and decided to set up teams on both sides to hold 

negotiations, the impasse is broken. But key challenges remain. 

Mr. Trump appears to be committed to diplomacy in addressing the North Korean issue. 

Pyongyang, though often cryptic in its responses, has also shown interest in staying 

engaged with the U.S. Mr. Kim has, in principle, agreed to denuclearise the peninsula, 

which is the goal of the U.S. as well. But the critical question is when and how it should be 

done. The Hanoi summit collapsed chiefly as the U.S. considered the compromise 

that North Korea offered insufficient to warrant reciprocation with sanctions relief. North 

Korea had agreed to close down the Yongbyon facility, its main nuclear fuel production 

site, but the U.S. rejected the offer, saying the North’s nuclear capability is now much 

more diversified and goes beyond that one plant. When they resume talks, the question of 

how much the North should compromise to get at least a partial reprieve from sanctions 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/diplomatic
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/outreach?q=Outreach
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/momentum
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/in_vain
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1364-1349/diplomacy/?utm=bodytag
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/369-244/north-korea/?utm=bodytag


www.guptaclasses.comGUPTA CLASSESGUPTA CLASSES

       

 3  

will be back. If the U.S. sticks to its maximalist demands such as complete 

denuclearisation, the talks are likely to run into trouble again. For Pyongyang, nuclear 

weapons are its insurance against potential external aggression, and it would accede to total 

denuclearisation only if its security concerns are ensured and sanctions are fully 

withdrawn. Both sides should learn from their failure in Hanoi. They can take small steps 

towards the final goal. The U.S. could demand a total freeze on North Korea’s nuclear 

activities, besides shutting down Yongbyon, which the North has already agreed to, in 

return for providing partial reprieve from sanctions. Constructive and reciprocal 

confidence-building measures would mean that Mr. Trump’s personal diplomatic outreach 

and the momentum it created won’t be in vain. 

 

 


