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Important VVocab For the Editorial

undermine (verb) — weaken, spoil, damage.

downgrade (verb) — decline, lower in status, reduce in rank.

bound to (adjective) — certain/sure, very likely, guaranteed.

suspicion (noun) — misgiving, doubt/qualm, scepticism.
obviously (adverb) — clearly, evidently, visibly.

ulterior (adjective) — hidden, secondary, undisclosed.

concur with (verb) — agree, assent, accept (a decision).

activist (noun) — advocate, champion, supporter (of a political or societal change/cause).

contend (verb) — claim, argue, allege/insist.

10. autonomy (noun) — freedom, sovereignty, independence.

11. statutory (adjective) — legitimate, acceptable, permissible/admissible.

12. functionary (noun) — official, civil servant, bureaucrat.

13. vest (verb) — bestow on, confer on, grant to.

14. tenure (noun) — term, period, time.

15. empower (verb) — authorize, allow, entitle.

16. remuneration (noun) — payment, earnings, wages.

17. incumbent (noun) — the holder of an office/post.

18. atone stroke (phrase) — immediately, forthwith, straight away.

19. adjudicate (verb) — judge, give a verdict on; decide, settle/resolve.

20. bureaucrat (noun) — a powerful officer, civil servant, functionary.

21. rationalise (verb) — streamline, make more efficient, hone/simplify.

22. incongruous (adjective) — inappropriate, unsuitable; contrasting.

23. fallacious (adjective) — erroneous, false/wrong, incorrect.

24. be vested with (verb) — give/provide/grant a person the legal right.

25. vested interest (noun) — a personal interest in something to get benefit.

26. consensus (noun) — an idea or opinion that is shared by all the people in a group.
agreement, concurrence.

27. parliamentary select committee (nhoun) — ‘parliamentary select committee’ can be formed for a
specific purpose, for instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once the Bill is disposed of, that
select committee ceases to exist. whereas “parliamentary standing committee” is usually
constituted on an annual basis. but the purpose of these parliamentary committees is to enable
detailed consideration of a piece of legislation.

28. scrutiny (noun) — observation, inspection, examination.

Undermining RTI

Any amendment to a law is bound to be viewed with suspicion if no fundamental need is
seen for the changes it proposes. Amendments passed by the Lok Sabha to the Right to
Information Act are so obviously unnecessary that naturally many see an ulterior motive. It
is difficult not to concur with activists who contend that the amendments pose a threat to
the freedom and autonomy of Information Commissions at the Central and State levels.
The Central Information Commissioner, the corresponding authorities in the States (State
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Information Commissioners) and other Information Commissioners at both levels are
statutory functionaries vested with the power to review the decisions of public information
officers in government departments, institutions and bodies. The amendments propose to
modify the status, tenure and conditions of appointment of these Commissioners and
empower the Union government to set their tenure and remuneration. While the original
law assured incumbents of a fixed five-year term, with 65 as the retirement age, the
amendments say the Centre would decide their tenure. In one stroke, the security of tenure
of an adjudicating authority, whose mandate is to intervene in favour of information-
seekers against powerful regimes and bureaucrats, has been undermined. The original
legislation says the salary and terms and conditions of service of the CIC are the same as
those of the Chief Election Commissioner, equal in status to a Supreme Court judge.
Similarly, the other Information Commissioners at the Central level have the same
conditions of service as Election Commissioners. At the State level, the SIC has the same
terms and conditions of service as Election Commissioners, while other Information
Commissioners are equated with the Chief Secretary of a State.

The government claims its aim is to ‘rationalise’ the status of the authorities. It argues that
while the Chief Election Commissioner is a constitutional functionary, the CIC is only a
statutory authority. And while the CEC is equal in status to a Supreme Court judge, it
would be incongruous for the CIC to enjoy the same status as the CIC’s orders are subject
to judicial review by the high courts. This is a fallacious argument as even the Election
Commission’s decisions can be reviewed by high courts. Protecting citizens’ right to
information is a cause important enough for adjudicating authorities to be vested with
high status and security of tenure. Given the extent to which the RTI Act has empowered
citizens and helped break the hold of vested interests over the administration, the law has
always faced a threat from many in power. The RTI Act was a consensus law and a product
of public consultation. The present amendments have not been put to any debate. The
government would do well to drop the Bill or at least send it to a parliamentary select
committee for deeper scrutiny.



https://www.thehindu.com/tag/62799-627-600/right-to-information/?utm=bodytag
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/62799-627-600/right-to-information/?utm=bodytag
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/62799-627-600/right-to-information/?utm=bodytag

