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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 
1. iteration (noun) – repetition, repetitiveness, reiteration. 
2. divergence (noun) – difference, dissimilarity/variance; deviation. 
3. lapse (verb) – end, terminate, become invalid. 
4. dissolution (noun) – cessation/end, termination, suspension. 
5. provision (noun) – term, clause, requirement. 
6. seek (verb) – try/aim, strive, aspire. 
7. screen (verb) – evaluate, assess, investigate. 
8. per se (adverb) – by itself, as such, intrinsically. 
9. detractor (noun) – critic, fault-finder, censurer. 
10. undermine (verb) – weaken, spoil, damage. 
11. federalism/federal framework/system (noun) – a system of government in which establishments 

such as states or provinces share power with a national government. 
12. suffice (verb) – be enough, be sufficient, be adequate. 
13. criterion (noun) – basis, standard, norm. (criteria is the plural form of criterion). 
14. hitherto (adverb) – previously, earlier, so/thus far. 
15. resentment (noun) – dissatisfaction, irritation, displeasure. 
16. elitism (noun) – affectedness, arrogance, disdainfulness/exclusiveness. 
17. scrap (verb) – abandon, cancel, withdraw. 
18. licentiate (noun) – the holder of a certificate of competence. 
19. in the face of (phrase) – in spite of, notwithstanding, despite. 
20. virulent (adjective) – resentful, hostile/harsh, devastating. 
21. bridge course (noun) – a course could give you a second chance to pursue your first career 

choice like dental BDS graduates, alternative-medicine (homeopathy, ayurveda & etc) 
graduates to become MBBS doctors/ to prescribe modern medicines (to address shortage of 
doctors). 

22. allopathy (noun) – modern or mainstream medicine; a system of alternative medicine that 
treats symptoms with substances(drugs) that produce the opposite effect. 

23. amicably (adverb) – in a friendly manner. 
24. at any cost (phrase) – no matter how much effort or money needed. 
25. roadblock (noun) – barricade, barrier, blockade. 
26. fraught (adjective) – anxious, worried, distressed/panicky. 
27. bitterness (noun) – hostility, dissatisfaction, discontent. 

What’s NEXT? 

National Exit Test should overcome legal and political opposition and avoid 

the NEET way 

In its second iteration, the National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill seems to have 

gained from its time in the bottle, like ageing wine. The new version has some sharp 

divergences from the original. Presented in Parliament in 2017, it proposed to replace the 

Medical Council Act, 1956, but it lapsed with the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. The NMC 
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will have authority over medical education — approvals for colleges, admissions, tests and 

fee-fixation. The provisions of interest are in the core area of medical education. The Bill 

proposes to unify testing for exit from the MBBS course, and entry into postgraduate 

medical courses. A single National Exit Test (NEXT) will be conducted across the country 

replacing the final year MBBS exam, and the scores used to allot PG seats as well. It will 

allow medical graduates to start medical practice, seek admission to PG courses, and 

screen foreign medical graduates who want to practise in India. Per se, it offers a definite 

benefit for students who invest much time and energy in five years of training in 

classrooms, labs and the bedside, by reducing the number of tests they would have to take 

in case they aim to study further. There are detractors, many of them from Tamil Nadu — 

which is still politically opposing the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) — 

who believe that NEXT will undermine the federal system, and ask whether a test at the 

MBBS level would suffice as an entry criterion for PG courses. 

The Bill has also removed the exemption hitherto given to Central institutions, the AIIMS 

and JIPMER, from NEET for admission to MBBS and allied courses. In doing so, the 

government has moved in the right direction, as there was resentment and a charge of 

elitism at the exclusion of some institutions from an exam that aimed at standardising 

testing for entry into MBBS. The government also decided to scrap a proposal in the 

original Bill to conduct an additional licentiate exam that all medical graduates would have 

to take in order to practise, in the face of virulent opposition. It also removed, rightly, a 

proposal in the older Bill for a bridge course for AYUSH practitioners to make a lateral 

entry into allopathy. It is crucial now for the Centre to work amicably with States, and the 

Indian Medical Association, which is opposed to the Bill, taking them along to ease the 

process of implementation. At any cost, it must avoid the creation of inflexible roadblocks 

as happened with NEET in some States. The clearance of these hurdles, then, as recalled 

from experience, become fraught with legal and political battles, leaving behind much 

bitterness. NEXT will have to be a lot neater. 

 

 


