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Important VVocab For the Editorial
slant (noun) — point of view, standpoint, perspective.
racist (adjective) — prejudiced, discriminatory, intolerant.
fabric (noun) — structure, framework, form, constitution.
visceral (adjective) — full of strong emotions without any logic, not intellectual, instinctive,
unreasoning.
infested (adjective) — overrun, ridden, plagued.
furore (or) furor (noun) — commotion, uproar, outcry/agitation.
tenor (noun) — the general content/meaning.
exacerbate (verb) — make worse, worsen, aggravate, compound.
bitter (noun) — savage, hostile, ferocious/resentful.
10. polarisation (noun) — separation of two contrasting groups (based on different opinions/beliefs).
11. strident (adjective) — blatant, high-pitched, loud & harsh.
12. “zero-tolerance policy” (noun) — it prohibits both attempted illegal entry and illegal entry into the
United States by an alien. alien (noun) — non-native, outsider, stranger.
13. reprimand (noun) — disapproval, rebuke/reproval, criticism.
14. partisan (adjective) — biased, prejudiced, one-sided.
15. nevertheless (adverb) — in spite of that, notwithstanding, however.
16. hit back (phrase) — respond to, reply to, counter.
17. moniker (noun) — nickname, label, title.
18. disgusting (adjective) — horrifying, shocking, appalling.
19. hatred (noun) — dislike, hostility, resentment/aversion.
20. anti-semitic (adjective) — relating to the hostility to, prejudice, or discrimination against Jews.
21. sympathiser (noun) — supporter, well wisher, ally.
22. step back (phrasal verb) — withdraw, disengage, pull out/pull back.
23. acerbic (adjective) — sharp, stinging/razor-edged, satirical/sarcastic.
24. unmistakable (adjective) — distinctive, distinct, well defined.
25. person_of colour (noun) — any person who is not European American or white.
26. immigrant (noun) — non-native, foreigner, migrant.
27. there is no denying (phrase) — it is undoubtedly true.
28. cohort (noun) — group, generation, category/section.
29. contravention (noun) — breach, violation, infringement.
30. imply (verb) — say indirectly, suggest, hint.
31. impeach (verb) — charge or accuse/indict (a public official) with a crime done while in office.
32. impeachment (noun) — the act of charging or accusing (a public official) with a crime done while
in office.
33. conceivable (adjective) — imaginable, understandable, comprehensible.
34. break with (verb) — act in a way that is not in line with tradition.
35. side with (verb) — support, back, stand by, stand up for.
36. tedious (adjective) — dull, boring, uninteresting/unexciting.
37. hue (noun) — complexion, type, kind/aspect/character.
38. detractor (noun) — critic, fault-finder, censurer.
39. anchor (verb) — secure/attach, connect/bind, provide a basis.
40. of a sort (phrase) — of a somewhat unusual.
41. the middle ground (noun) — agreement, understanding, settlement.
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https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/slant
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/racist
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/fabric
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/visceral?q=Visceral
https://www.lexico.com/en/synonym/infested
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/furore
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/tenor#tenor_Noun_200
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/exacerbate
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/bitter
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/polarization?q=polarisation
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/strident
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/alien
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/reprimand
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/partisan
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/nevertheless
https://www.lexico.com/en/synonym/hit_back
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/moniker
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/disgusting
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/hatred
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/anti-semitic
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/sympathizer?q=sympathisers+
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/step_back
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/acerbic
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/unmistakable
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/person_of_colour
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/immigrant
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/cohort?q=Cohort+
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/contravention
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/imply
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/impeach
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/impeachment
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/conceivable
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/break_with
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/side
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/tedious
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/hue
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/detractor
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/anchor
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/of_a_sort
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/middle_ground
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42. the very idea of (phrase) — used to place emphasis on the subject of.

43. meritocracy (noun) — a political system in which economic goods and/or political power are
vested in individual people on the basis of talent, effort, and achievement, rather than factors
such as heredity or wealth.

44. puild on (phrasal verb) — develop, enhance, expand on.

45. harness (verb) — put to use, utilize/exploit, make use of.

46. unravel (verb) — resolve, solve, uncover/unfold.

Unpresidential slant: on Donald Trump's tweets

Trump’s racist tweets risk damaging the fabric of American society further

A visceral debate on racism and immigration has again gripped the United States, after
President Donald Trump attacked four Democratic Congresswomen of colour, asking
them to return to the “totally broken and crime infested places from which they came”. His
tweets raised a furore over their racist tenor and exacerbated the sense of bitter
polarisation, given the strident ongoing debate over Mr. Trump’s zero-tolerance approach
toward undocumented migration. The House of Representatives, under Democratic control,
voted to condemn Mr. Trump’s remarks as racist, marking the first such reprimand of a
sitting President in over a century. Not only did that Congressional rebuke to Mr. Trump
pass mostly along partisan lines, by a vote of 240 to 187, but other senior Republicans
including Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell defended the President against the
racist label. Nevertheless, Mr. Trump hit back again at the four Congresswomen — who
have adopted the moniker “the Squad” — on Twitter for what he called their “horrible and
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disgusting actions”, “racist hatred”, and for being “anti-America”, “anti-Semitic”, and

possibly communist sympathisers.

Stepping back from the immediate, acerbic terms of this exchange, the bigger concern is
that these hateful comments risk damaging the fabric of American society further, as they
are an unmistakable and painful hint from their President that legal immigrants, especially
people of colour, are not welcome. Yet, there can be no denying the significance of
immigrants as a demographic cohort of the country. More than 44.5 million immigrants, at
least 13.7% of the overall population, reside in the U.S.; one in seven U.S. residents is
foreign-born. Mexicans, Indians and Chinese immigrants are respectively the largest sub-
groups within this cohort. It was little surprise then, that Ilhan Omar, one of Mr. Trump’s
targets, situated the comments in the agenda of white nationalism, arguing that given the
direct contravention of U.S. constitutional values implied, it was time to consider



https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/meritocracy
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/build
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/harness
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/unravel?q=Unravelling
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/leave-the-us-trump-tells-democratic-congresswomen/article28429857.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/leave-the-us-trump-tells-democratic-congresswomen/article28429857.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/leave-the-us-trump-tells-democratic-congresswomen/article28429857.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-house-condemns-trumps-racist-tweets-in-extraordinary-rebuke/article28497084.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-house-condemns-trumps-racist-tweets-in-extraordinary-rebuke/article28497084.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-house-condemns-trumps-racist-tweets-in-extraordinary-rebuke/article28497084.ece
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impeaching him. Yet impeachment would be an option only if the Senate were also to
come under Democratic control, or if there might be some conceivable reason why
Republicans would break with their recent record of siding with Mr. Trump no matter how
egregious his conduct. A more tedious, but deep-rooted approach would be for liberals of
all hues to engage in a meaningful dialogue with their conservative detractors, over what
they could agree on as a common minimum agenda and values that could anchor their
nation’s march into the 21st century. If a nationwide conversation of this sort, aimed at
discovering a reasonable middle ground is not undertaken, the very idea of the American
dream, of a meritocracy built on harnessing talent from around the world, will unravel fast.




