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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 

1. vocal (adjective) – vociferous, outspoken, forthright, direct/candid. 
2. override (verb) – disregard/ignore, pay no heed to, overrule/reject (a view, idea, suggestion etc). 
3. claimant (noun) – applicant, candidate, petitioner/appellant. 
4. due process (noun) – fair treatment (per established principles & procedures). 
5. gargantuan (adjective) – enormous, extremely large, huge/massive. 
6. dawn upon (verb) – occur to, come to mind, strike, realize (first time). 
7. the executive (noun) – the executive is a branch of government which enforces the law as written by 

the legislature and interpreted by the judiciary. 
8. sought past and past participle of seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim. 
9. insist on (verb) – ask for, request, press/push for. 
10. stick to (phrasal verb) – abide by, adhere to, fulfil. 
11. relent (verb) – change one’s mind, do a U-turn, back-pedal, give in/accede. 
12. intervening (adjective) – in the time between. 
13. up (verb) – increase, raise, make larger/bigger. 
14. subsequently (adverb) – afterwards, later on, eventually. 
15. anticipation (noun) – expectation, prediction; in the expectation of, in case of. 
16. ultimately (adverb) – eventually, in the end, essentially. 
17. set up (phrasal verb) – arrange, organize, fix up. 
18. detention (noun) – confinement/incarceration, captivity, custody. 
19. humanitarian crisis (noun) – humanitarian disaster; it is defined as a singular event or a series of 

events that are threatening in terms of health, safety or well being of a community or large group of 
people. It may be an internal or external conflict and usually occurs throughout a large land area. 

20. await (verb) – wait for, expect, look for. 
21. run-up (noun) – a period of time just before an important event. 
22. sweep (noun) – search, hunt, probe. 
23. antecedent (noun) – precursor, forerunner, predecessor. 
24. rationale (noun) – reason/basis; principle. 
25. betray (verb) – be disloyal to, be unfaithful to, let down. 
26. exclusionary (adjective) – exclusive, alienating. 
27. bias (noun) – prejudice, favouritism, one-sidedness. 
28. plea (noun) – claim, appeal. 
29. quell (verb) – stifle, suppress, thwart. 
30. perception (noun) – insight, understanding, discernment/realization. 
31. immigrant (noun) – non-native, foreigner, migrant. 
32. slip into (phrasal verb) – discard, remove, take off. 
33. hold out (phrasal verb) – keep going, continue, withstand. 
34. unleash (verb) – let loose, release, set free. 
35. alien (noun) – migrant/immigrant, non-native, foreigner. 
36. index (noun) – guide, measure, indication. 
37. accent (noun) – stress, emphasis, accentuation/prominence. 
38. pander to (verb) – indulge, gratify, fulfil/satisfy. 
39. suspicion (noun) – misgiving, doubt/qualm, scepticism. 

Inclusion over exclusion: on Assam NRC 

https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/vocal
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/override
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/claimant?q=Claimant
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/due_process
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/gargantuan
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Fears of a vocal section should not override the rights of NRC claimants to due process 

With the Supreme Court-led process of updating the National Register of Citizens in Assam nearing its 

deadline of July 31, the complexities involved in the gargantuan exercise have dawned upon the 

executive. Both the Central and State governments have sought an extension. But it remains to be seen 

whether the Court, which has insisted on sticking to the timelines, would relent when it hears the matter 

on July 23. The first draft NRC published on the intervening night of December 31 and January 1, 2018 

had the names of 19 million people out of the total 32.9 million who had applied for inclusion as citizens. 

The second draft NRC, published on July 30 last, upped it to 28.9 million but left out four million found 

ineligible. Around 3.6 million of them subsequently filed citizenship claims. An “additional exclusion list” 

was issued last month containing 1,02,463 names included earlier in the draft list. In anticipation of 

millions being ultimately left out, the Assam government is moving to set up 200 Foreigners’ Tribunals to 

handle cases of people to be excluded from the final NRC, as part of a larger plan to establish 1,000 such 

tribunals. The State government is also preparing to construct 10 more detention centres; six are now 

running out of district jails. 

  

A humanitarian crisis awaits Assam whether the final NRC is published on July 31 or after. In the run-up 

to the final publication, case after case has emerged of persons wrongfully left out of the list. The process 

has left no group out of its sweep, be it Marwaris or Biharis from elsewhere in the country, people tracing 

their antecedents to other Northeastern states, people of Nepali origin, and caste Hindu Assamese. The 

prime targets of this exercise, however, are Hindu Bengalis and Bengali-origin Muslims of Assam — more 

than 80% of the 4.1 million people named in the two lists belong to these two groups. Yet, the rationale of 

the Centre and State in seeking a deadline extension, as found in their submissions in the Supreme Court, 

betrays an exclusionary bias. The joint plea sought time to conduct a 20% sample reverification process in 

districts bordering Bangladesh and 10% in the rest of the State to quell a “growing perception” that lakhs 

of illegal immigrants may have slipped into the list. This, despite the State NRC Coordinator’s reports to 

the apex court suggesting that up to 27% of names have been reverified during the process of disposal of 

claims. It hasn’t helped that the Central government keeps holding out the prospect of unleashing a 

nationwide NRC to detect and deport illegal aliens, when it has no index to base such an exercise on — the 

1951 register was exclusive to Assam. The accent should be on inclusion, not exclusion. The wheels of 

justice cannot pander to the suspicions of a vocal majority without giving the excluded access to due 

process. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/deadline-to-finalise-assam-nrc-not-to-be-extended-beyond-july-31-sc/article26078988.ece
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