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Important VVocab For the Editorial

disadvantaged (adjective) — underprivileged, depressed, deprived (people).

supplicant (noun) — a person who begs/asks/appeals to someone (in power) humbly.
at large (phrase) — as a whole, generally, extensively.

allegedly (adverb) — supposedly, purportedly, reportedly.

hook (verb) — attach, fix.

ventilator (noun) — a respirator, a device (used for a patient to breathe).

trauma (noun) — torment, distress, suffering.

blackened (adjective) — darkened, made black, tarnished, damaged.
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ram into (verb) — hit, strike, crash into.
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. subject matter (noun) — theme, direction, point.
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. rogue (noun) — criminal, crook, villain.
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. silence (verb) — suppress, quieten, prevent/stop.
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. assault (verb) — rape, sexually assault, molest.
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unheard (adjective) — not heard, not listened to.
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immolate (verb) — kill/burn as a sacrifice.
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in the face of (phrase) — in spite of, notwithstanding, despite.
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brazen (adjective) — bold and shameless; unashamed, unabashed.
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. grave (adjective) — crucial, critical, serious/terrible.
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. displeasure (noun) — resentment, dissatisfaction, discontent.
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. complicit (adjective) — associated/partnered with others in a wrongful/illegal activity.
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. cover-up (noun) — whitewash, deception, suppression/concealment.
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. come under (phrasal verb) — be subjected to.
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. expel (verb) — oust, remove/throw out, deport.
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muscle (noun) — strength, power, muscularity.
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. weigh something against (phrasal verb) — balance, contrast with, evaluate.
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. Inordinately (adverb) — excessively, unusually, disproportionately.
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. on the ground (phrase) — in a situation/place where things are happening really/practically.
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. Impunity (noun) — immunity, exemption/freedom from punishment, special treatment.
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. patriarchal (adjective) — cultures or societies that are controlled by men.
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. diverse (adjective) — various, manifold/variety, very different.
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. plural society (noun) — a society combining ethnic contrasts; the integration of different communities
who practice different culture, languages, and beliefs.
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Gender justice: On Unnao rape survivor

Poor women are even more disadvantaged as supplicants before powerful men

Nearly seven years after the Nirbhaya tragedy shocked India and the world at large, a 19-year-old,
who was allegedly raped in 2017 by a local MLA in Uttar Pradesh’s Unnao district, is battling for
her life. Hooked to a ventilator, the girl’s latest trauma began on Sunday. She was travelling by

car with two aunts and a lawyer from Unnao to Rae Bareli when a truck with a “blackened number
plate” rammed into the vehicle. Whether it is an accident or not is now a subject matter of official
investigation, but India has had a history of rogue trucks silencing those questioning the system.
Since 2017, it’s been a long, difficult road to justice for the family. Two years ago, the girl had
gone to Kuldeep Singh Sengar, a four-time BJP legislator from Bangermau, for a job. The
teenager accused him of sexually assaulting her, but the family’s cry for help went unheard till
April 2018, when Sengar was arrested, days after the girl threatened to immolate herself outside
Uttar Pradesh (U.P.)Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s residence in Lucknow. In the meantime, her
father was arrested in an arms case and died in police custody. Helpless in the face of such brazen
show of power, the family wrote to the Chief Justice of India on July 12, alleging grave danger

from the accused. Ranjan Gogoi got to know of the letter only on July 30 and expressed
displeasure about the delay.

The family did not get any relief from State government agencies, which appear to have been
complicit in the cover-up, with the MLA belonging to the ruling party. The BJP has come under
pressure from the Opposition to expel Sengar. In the Unnao case, muscle, money power and the
right political alignment weighed heavily against the girl. As for crimes against women, U.P. has a
high rate, not least because many are reported, unlike in some other States. According to National
Crime Records Bureau figures, released in 2016 — the last time data were uploaded — of the 38,947
cases of rape reported, the second highest was from U.P. (4,816). As for all crimes against women,
Uttar Pradesh reported 14.5% (49,262 out of 3,38,954 cases) of the total. The Supreme Court has
ruled that five cases relating to the issue will be transferred from U.P. to Delhi, and ordered the
State government to pay a [] 25 lakh compensation to the family. This may bring some relief, even
though justice has been inordinately delayed. Despite the increased focus on women’s rights,
nothing changes on the ground. Till such crimes continue with impunity and patriarchal mindsets
don’t change, as a diverse and plural society, India would have failed the girl, and every woman.
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