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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 
1. underwhelm (verb) – unsatisfactory, not exciting, disappointing. 
2. revel in (verb) – enjoy, delight in, savour/relish, take pleasure in. 
3. wilt (verb) – languish, lose energy/confidence, feel faint/weak. 
4. lopsided (adjective) – uneven, unsymmetrical, one-sided. 
5. cut from the same cloth (phrase) – identical, similar, alike, the same. 
6. invest with (verb) – fill, charge, imbue/infuse. 
7. magnitude (noun) – importance/significance, distinction, intensity/power. 
8. replicate (verb) – copy, reproduce, duplicate. 
9. stalemate (noun) – deadlock, impasse, standstill/stand-off. 
10. apiece (adverb) – each, respectively, individually. 
11. quest (noun) – search, hunt, pursuit; mission. 
12. cumulative (adjective) – collective, aggregate, amassed/total. 
13. pip (verb) – defeat by a small margin/at the last moment. 
14. gladiatorial (adjective) – intense, ruthless, hard-fought (competition). 
15. cold (adjective) – unwelcoming, unsympathetic, unemotional, dispassionate; formal/stiff. 
16. linger (verb) – hold, remain, stay (longer). 
17. halo (noun) – glory, crown of light, corona. 
18. bridesmaid (noun) – a person who never achieves a desire/goal. 
19. tussle (noun) – scuffle, fight, struggle. 
20. agog (adjective) – excited, eager, in suspense. 
21. deny (verb) – dissent from, disagree with, oppose. 
22. rise to the occasion (phrase) – perform better than usual. 
23. splendid (adjective) – excellent, wonderful, magnificent. 
24. keep pace with (phrase) – progress at the same speed as. 
25. unsung (adjective) – relating to a person who does great achievements but he is 

unknown/unacknowledged; uncelebrated, unacclaimed. 
26. triumph (noun) – victory, win, success. 
27. resuscitate (verb) – strengthen, reinvigorate, improve the condition of something. 
28. wane (verb) – decrease, decline, diminish/dwindle. 
29. demographic (adjective) – the statistical study/structure of populations, especially human 

beings. 
30. immigrant (noun) – non-native, foreigner, migrant. 
31. root for (phrasal verb) – support, encourage, cheer. 
32. footfall (noun) – the number of people entering an area in a given time. 
33. lose/fall at the last hurdle (phrase) – to fail/lose near the end of something. 
34. succumb (verb) – yield, give in, submit/surrender. 
35. meekly (adverb) – gently, softly/humbly, submissively. 
36. might (noun) – strength, force, power. 
37. dish out (phrasal verb) – present, offer, produce. 
38. face-off (noun) – battle, contest, fight. 
39. slender (adjective) – modest, slight, scant/little. 
40. ramification (noun) – consequence, result, outcome. 
41. old one’s head high (phrase) – be confident, be unashamed. 
42. skewed (adjective) – distorted, altered, changed; misrepresented, falsified. 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/underwhelm?q=underwhelming+
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/revel
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/wilt
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/lopsided
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/cut_from_the_same_cloth
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/invest
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/magnitude
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/replicate
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/stalemate
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/apiece
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/quest
https://www.lexico.com/en/synonym/cumulative
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/pip
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/gladiatorial
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/cold
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/linger
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/halo
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/bridesmaid
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/tussle
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/agog
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/deny
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/rise_to_the_occasion
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/splendid
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/keep_pace_with
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/unsung
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/triumph
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/resuscitate
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/wane
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/demographic
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/immigrant
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/root_for
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/footfall
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/succumb
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/meekly
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/might
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/dish
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/face-off
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/slender
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/ramification
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/hold_up_one's_head_(or_hold_one's_head_high)
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/skew
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43. engrossing (adjective) – interesting, fascinating, captivating. 
44. pièce de résistance (noun) – ( French Word) masterpiece, magnum opus, masterwork. 
45. hold a mirror (phrase) – metaphorically, it usually means reveal to someone what they look 

like to the rest of the world. 
46. address (verb) – attend to, tackle, deal with. 
47. flaw (noun) – defect/fault, imperfection/deficiency 
48. robust (adjective) – strong, powerful, tough. 
49. jaded (adjective) – tired, weary, exhausted. 
50. outfit (noun) – organization, group, party. 

Closer than close: on Cricket World Cup 2019 

final 

England did well to win the World Cup, but New Zealand did not deserve to 

lose 

Summit clashes of global sporting tournaments can often be underwhelming. One team 

revels in the occasion, the other wilts, and a lopsided climax occurs. But Sunday’s ICC 

World Cup final involving England and New Zealand at Lords wasn’t cut from the 

same cloth. Never has a cricket match invested with such magnitude concluded in a tie. 

The same finish line was again replicated after the super over was taken to break the 

stalemate. The rivals scored 241 apiece in their respective innings and drew level at 15 in 

the super over. Ideally both units should have shared the trophy but the quest for a singular 

winner and a tournament law that mentioned cumulative boundaries as the ultimate deal-

breaker, helped England pip New Zealand. The host had 26 strikes past the ropes, well 

ahead of the visitor’s 17. For a contest of gladiatorial proportions, it was perhaps an unfair 

judgment. In the current popular imagination both squads are champions, but after many 

years when only cold statistics linger, England will have the halo and New Zealand will 

remain the bridesmaid. The tussle that kept London agog had many stars, but one player 

shone the brightest. Ben Stokes, who had spoken about how England cannot be denied, 

rose to the occasion, and his splendid unbeaten 84 helped Eoin Morgan’s men keep pace 

with Kane Williamson’s unsung heroes. 

England, the willow game’s birthplace, needed this triumph to resuscitate the sport which 

is waning across the country. The game’s followers belong to an older demographic space 

and Asian immigrants, while the youth root for football. A win of this scale should increase 

footfalls at various training academies and grounds, and the talent base will widen. 

https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/engrossing
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/piece_de_resistance
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/mirror
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/address
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/flaw
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/thesaurus/robust
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/jaded
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/outfit
https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/live-scorecard-2019-cricket-world-cup-final-new-zealand-vs-england-at-lords-in-london/article28421589.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/live-scorecard-2019-cricket-world-cup-final-new-zealand-vs-england-at-lords-in-london/article28421589.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/live-scorecard-2019-cricket-world-cup-final-new-zealand-vs-england-at-lords-in-london/article28421589.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/explained-what-is-a-super-over/article28435311.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/explained-what-is-a-super-over/article28435311.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/explained-what-is-a-super-over/article28435311.ece
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For New Zealand, the second consecutive loss at the last hurdle will hurt, but unlike in the 

2015 edition where it succumbed meekly to co-host Australia, here it fought with all its 

might, be it crucial runs or decisive wickets. The Black Caps dished out outstanding 

fielding, and in a face-off of slender margins every run saved has deep ramifications. 

Williamson, who excelled with the bat and amassed 578 runs, was a brilliant captain and 

he never lost his sense of grace. Judged the ‘Player of the Tournament’, the Kiwi skipper 

and his men can return home with their heads held high. For a championship that featured 

skewed games and four rained-out fixtures in its first part, the second stage proved 

engrossing and the final was the piece-de-resistance. The World Cup also held a mirror to 

cricket’s overall health. Except for England, New Zealand, Australia, India and to some 

extent Pakistan, the other squads have become weak and the respective boards have to 

address structural flaws. The sport needs robust competition, not jaded outfits. 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/365-244/new-zealand/?utm=bodytag

