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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 
1. await (verb) – wait for, expect, look for. 
2. take on (phrasal verb) – compete against, oppose, face/fight. 
3. linger (verb) – hold, remain, stay (longer). 
4. shadow (verb) – follow, trail, track. 
5. stun (verb) – shock, confound, shake up. 
6. red-hot (adjective) – dedicated, devoted, active. 
7. streak (noun) – period, spell, stretch/time. 
8. flaw (noun) – defect, blemish, fault, imperfection/deficiency 
9. flickering (adjective) – wavering, unsteady, fluctuating. 
10. troika (noun) – a group of three (people, institutions, countries and etc,.). 
11. yield (verb) – produce, provide, give. 
12. hobble (verb) – restrict/control/limit the activity or development of something. 
13. incredibly (adverb) – extremely, remarkably, really. 
14. inevitable (adjective) – unavoidable, sure to happen, unpreventable. 
15. ingredient (noun) – element, part, component. 
16. inception (noun) – establishment, institution, formation/initiation. 
17. blighty (noun) – an informal term for Britain or England. 
18. terrain (noun) – ground, land, territory. 
19. backing (noun) – support, help, assistance/aid. 
20. enthusiastic (adjective) – passionate, avid, eager. 
21. step in (phrasal verb) – get involved, intervene. 
22. headline (verb) – appear as the star performer at contest. 
23. mount (verb) – display, exhibit, present, put in place. 
24. crafty (adjective) – cunning, artful, attractive. 
25. shepherd (verb) – guide, conduct, usher/lead. 
26. clutch (noun) – group, collection, set. 
27. astute (adjective) – shrewd, clever, smart. 
28. helm (verb) – lead/oversee, manage, steer. 
29. punch above one’s weight (phrase) – try to achieve/perform at a higher level than would be 

expected & beyond one’s abilities. 

The climax: on 2019 World Cup summit clash 

India fell at the last-four stage, and cricket will now have a new World Cup 

winner 

The ICC World Cup awaits its Sunday climax with England taking on New Zealand in the 

final at Lord’s. However, closer home, disappointment lingers over India’s exit at the 

last-four stage. It is a conclusion that has shadowed the Men in Blue for a while as even in 

the 2015 edition when Australia and New Zealand were the co-hosts, India lost to the 

former. In the latest championship, it was New Zealand that stunned Virat Kohli’s men at 
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Manchester’s Old Trafford in the semifinal. India was one among the title favourites and it 

enjoyed a red-hot streak studded with seven wins besides a loss to England and a washed-

out fixture involving New Zealand. The league was topped with 15 points, and its top order 

led by opener Rohit Sharma, who amassed 648 runs, and a pace attack featuring Jasprit 

Bumrah, were in form. But there were flaws, primary among them being a flickering 

middle order. The top troika contributed 69% of the runs while the central core yielded a 

mere 30%. And once New Zealand seamers Trent Boult and Matt Henry dismissed Rohit, 

K.L. Rahul and Kohli to leave India hobbling at five for three in five overs, chasing 239 

proved incredibly tough. The efforts of Ravindra Jadeja and M.S. Dhoni at best delayed the 

inevitable 18-run loss. Still, this is a squad that has the right ingredients and it will be able 

to cope with Dhoni’s eventual retirement.  

The stage is now set for England and New Zealand to correct some historical deficiencies. 

One thing is certain: the World Cup will have a fresh champion as neither team has ever 

won the title since its inception in 1975. The Old Blighty last played a World Cup summit 

clash at Melbourne in 1992, and at the same venue, New Zealand lost the 2015 final to 

Australia. Being the host, England is playing on familiar terrain and has the backing of its 

enthusiastic fans. Skipper Eoin Morgan, himself an attacking player, has a strong top order 

in openers Jason Roy and Jonny Bairstow with Joe Root stepping in at three. Ever since 

recovering from a sore hamstring, Roy with a strike rate of 117.03, has been sensational 

and he demolished Australia with a 65-ball 85. There is all-rounder Ben Stokes in the 

mix and speedsters Jofra Archer and Chris Woakes head-line a probing attack. From the 

opposition, New Zealand is expected to mount a strong counter. It has a supreme batsman 

and crafty leader in Kane Williamson. He and senior Ross Taylor have to shepherd the 

innings while a clutch of astute seam and swing bowlers helmed by Boult can test the very 

best. England has the edge but New Zealand, as it showed against India, can punch above 

its weight. 
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