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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 
1. address (noun) – speak, talk, monologue/discourse. 
2. blackout (noun) – suppression, cut-off, silence. 
3. speak out (phrasal verb) – speak publicly. 
4. revoke (verb) – cancel, repeal, reverse. 
5. disinformation (noun) – lie, deception/fake news, false information. 
6. precede (verb) – come before, go in advance of, foresee/herald. 
7. triumphalism (noun) – an attitude or a belief that a particular doctrine, religion, culture, social 

system is superior to and should triumph all over others. 
8. normalcy (noun) – a normal condition; normality, regularity. 
9. set up (phrasal verb) – start/begin, initiate, create. 
10. objective (noun) – aim, intention, purpose. 
11. call for (phrasal verb) – require, necessitate, demand. 
12. organic (adjective) – structured, organized, coherent, integrated. 
13. revocation (noun) – cancellation, abandonment, calling off/recall. 
14. separatism (noun) – dissension, nonconformity, dissent/faction. 
15. erosion (noun) – destruction, deterioration, decline. 
16. reiterate (verb) – repeat, say again, restate. 
17. nepotism (noun) – favouritism, preferential treatment, patronage/partiality. 
18. usher in (phrasal verb) – herald/signal, start/, begin, announce/initiate. 
19. implied (adjective) – implicit, indirect, hinted/suggested. 
20. reductionism (noun) – the method in which a complex phenomenon is explained/presented by 

breaking it into small & simpler or more fundamental/basic phenomena. 
21. vociferous (adjective) – vehement/vigorous, loud, frank. 
22. heritage (noun) – tradition, inheritance, bequest. 
23. synonymous with (noun) – closely associated with. 
24. homogeneity (noun) – uniformity, similarity, likeliness. 

State of the Union: On Jammu and Kashmir 

Early elections and full statehood are essential to the total integration of J&K 

with India 

Prime Minister Narenda Modi’s address to the nation on Thursday may not have reached 

its primary audience in Jammu and Kashmir which was in blackout. But he did well by 

speaking out on his decision to revoke its special status, and divide it into two Union 

Territories. Considering the secrecy and disinformation that preceded the decision that he 

rightly characterised as historic, and the triumphalism among his supporters that followed, 

the address was reassuring. The promises he made will be checked against delivery in the 

coming months, not only by the people of J&K but also by the rest of India and other 

countries. In his 37-minute address, Mr. Modi promised restoration of statehood to J&K 
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once normalcy returned, a participatory election, and growth in employment, commerce 

and opportunities in general for them. The PM urged industrialists to set up shop, and film-

makers to shoot in the Valley, and asked people there to integrate with the global 

community. He even offered a catalogue of products and services that could make the State 

attractive in the global market. While these are desirable objectives, the PM could start 

with what is exclusively within his powers to effect — to call for fresh election and restore 

statehood at the earliest. While an elected government itself will be a sign of improvement 

in the situation, it will also make normalcy more organic. Revocation of statehood was 

unjustified in the first place, and its restoration must be immediate. 

What actually triggered separatism and terrorism in J&K — whether the special status and 

autonomy it was granted by the Constitution, or the gradual erosion of these concepts over 

decades — is a difficult question, but the BJP has always claimed to have known the 

answer. The PM reiterated that position, stating that Articles 370 and 35A gave only 

“separatism, nepotism and corruption to the people of J&K”. Additionally, he also said 

these were hurdles in the region’s development; and now that these are removed, an era of 

development and progress could be ushered in. While the charges of corruption and 

nepotism are true to an extent, there is no reason to suggest that J&K has been any worse 

than other States in this respect. The implied reductionism in the address that political 

aspirations may be a price worth paying for material progress may not be a democratic path 

to progress. No other formation in India is more vociferous than the BJP on questions of 

culture, heritage and faith. National integration is essential for peace, stability and progress, 

and uniform development across regions, but this is not synonymous with an enforced 

cultural homogeneity. J&K needs a representative government and full statehood urgently 

for normalcy and integration with the Indian Union. 
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