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Important VVocab For the Editorial
glaring (adjective) — obvious, flagrant, blatant, visible/apparent.
bilateral (adjective) — involving two groups or countries.
on the sidelines (phrase) — it refers to a meeting/ forum occurs at the same time as the
scheduled meeting/forum, but is not itself an item on the agenda.
make up (phrasal verb) — comprise, form, compose/constitute.
account for (phrasal verb) — be responsible for, represent, supply/provide.
pressing (adjective) — important/key, high-priority, critical/crucial.
plurilateral (adjective) — (of an agreement involving many different countries (in which WTO
member countries would be given the choice to agree to new rules on a voluntary basis).
8. multilateral (adjective) — involving many different countries (in which all WTO member
countries are party to the agreement).
9. pull-aside meeting/engagement (noun) — an informal meeting/engagement between leaders,
officials, or diplomats at a public event.
10. anticipate (verb) — expect, foresee, precede.
11. counterpart (noun) — a person who serves the same job/function but in a different location;
equivalent.
12. escalation (noun) — intensification; an increase in the intensity of something.
13. cordial (adjective) — friendly, affable/amiable, pleasant.
14. breakthrough (noun) — progress, development, advancement.
15. sit down (phrasal verb) — accept, put up with, tolerate; spend time and effort doing it in order
to try to achieve something.
16. impasse (noun) — deadlock, stalemate, stand-off.
17. call a halt (phrase) — to demand stopping an activity.
18. deliberation (noun) — careful consideration, thought/thinking, contemplation.
19. fugitive (noun) — a person who has escaped from being confined or imprisoned.
20. climate change (noun) — a long-term change in the Earth’s climate, or of a region on Earth
(Courtesy: NASA).
21. counter to (adverb) — against, in opposition to, contrary to.
22. Paris Agreement/Accord (noun) — The Paris Agreement builds upon the Convention
(agreement) and for the first time brings all nations into a common cause to
undertake ambitious efforts to combat climate change and adapt to its effects, with enhanced
support to assist developing countries to do so.
23. protectionism (noun) — the use of tariff and non-tariff restrictions on imports to protect domestic
producers from foreign competition.
24. gender equality (noun) — It is the view that everyone should receive equal treatment and not be
discriminated against based on their gender.
25. concerted (adjective) — strenuous, vigorous, forceful/intense.
26. consensus (noun) — an idea or opinion that is shared by all the people in a group.
agreement, concurrence.
27. articulate (verb) — express, point out, mention.
28. the line (noun) — course of action, way/method/manner, procedure.
29. inequities (noun) — injustice, favouritism, discrimination.
30. detract from (verb) — diminish, reduce, lessen.
31. sustainable (adjective) — acceptable, valid/reliable, dependable.
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32. grandstand (noun) — a way of speaking or acting to get attention from the spectators (people)
and then influencing them.

Among members: on G-20 Osaka summit

As a forum, the G-20 is often watched more closely for the meetings the event affords on
its sidelines, than for substantive outcomes. The countries that make up the G-20 (19
nations and the European Union) account for 85% of the world’s nominal GDP, and each
has pressing issues it wishes to discuss with other members on bilateral, plurilateral and
multilateral levels. Prime Minister Narendra Modi used the occasion of the G-20 summit
at Osaka for as many as 20 such meetings, including nine bilaterals, eight pull-aside
engagements, and of the Russia-India-China, Japan-U.S.-India and Brazil-Russia-India-
China-South Africa groupings. The most anticipated were President Donald Trump’s
meetings with his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping and Mr. Modi, given the escalation in
trade tensions. Both ended on a cordial note, but with no breakthrough or “big deals”. The
Indian and U.S. Commerce Ministers will sit down again, as they have on at least three
occasions in the past year, to try to resolve the impasse over trade issues, and the U.S. and
China have called a halt to raising tariffs until they resolve issues. Both come as a relief to
India, given the impact of those tensions on the national and global economies. Mr. Modi
raised several Indian concerns at the G-20 deliberations, including the need for cooperation
on dealing with serious economic offenders and fugitives, as well as climate change
funding. This found its way into the final declaration. India sent a tough message by
refusing to attend the digital economy summit pushed by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, as his plan for “data free flow with trust”, included in the G-20 declaration, runs
counter to the Reserve Bank of India’s proposed data localisation guidelines. The U.S.
wrote in a counter to the paragraph praising the Paris accord, while trade protectionism was
not mentioned in the document. On issues such as ocean pollution management, gender
equality and concerted efforts to fight corruption, the G-20 found consensus more easily.

With Saudi Arabia hosting the next G-20 in 2020, followed by Italy in 2021, all eyes will
soon turn to the agenda India plans to highlight when it holds the G-20 summit in 2022.
Many global challenges, such as climate change and its impact, the balance between the
needs for speed and national security with 5G networks being introduced, as well as
technology-driven terrorism, will become even more critical for the grouping, and the
government must articulate its line. India should lead the exercise in making the G-20 more
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effective in dealing with some of the inequities in its system. The G-20 is an important
platform to discuss pressing issues, and it must not be detracted from its original purpose of
promoting sustainable growth and financial stability by grandstanding by one or two
members.




