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                        Important Vocab For the Editorial 

1. non-sectarian (adjective) – universal, all-embracing, all-inclusive. 

2. gender-neutral (adjective) – applicable to both genders (male and female). 

3. address (verb) – deal with, tackle, focus on. 

4. desertion (noun) – abandonment, leaving; betrayal/neglect. 

5. spouse (noun) – husband, wife, better off/partner. 

6. amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; during. 

7. persistent (adjective) – constant, continuous, never-ending/repeated. 

8. ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

9. diluted (adjective) – weakened, modified, moderated. 

10. conceive (verb) – think up, devise, originate. 

11. set something in motion (phrase) – move forwards, propel/drive, start/begin. 

12. cognisable offence (noun) – an offence for which, a police officer without any warrant has authority to 

arrest and to start an investigation with or without the permission of a court. 

13. compoundable (adjective) – compromised, settled. 

14. deter (verb) – prevent, stop, obstruct. 

15. resort to (verb) – use, utilize, turn to. 

16. redress (noun) – compensation, reparation/restitution; requital.   

17. subsistence (noun) – support, livelihood, living. 

18. erring (adjective) – having done wrong. 

19. criminalise (verb) – make something (an activity) illegal. 

20. in the light of (phrase) – considering, taking into account, keeping in mind. 

21. tenet (noun) – principle, belief, doctrine/rule. 

22. abhorrent (adjective) – hateful, offensive, repugnant. 

23. pronounce (verb) – announce, rule, declare. 

24. obviously (adverb) – clearly, evidently, visibly. 

25. irrevocable (adjective) – unrectifiable, irreversible, unchangeable. 

26. provision (noun) – term, clause, requirement. 

27. in the event of (phrase) – if it happens. 

28. void (adjective) – invalid, ineffective, useless, 

29. subsist (verb) – continue, live/carry on, endure. 

30. imprison (verb) – put in prison, send to prison, jail. 

31. proponent (noun) – advocate, supporter, upholder/promoter. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/non-sectarian
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/gender-neutral
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/address
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/desertion
https://www.lexico.com/en/synonym/spouse
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/amidst?q=Amidst
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/persistent
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ought#ought_Verb_100
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/dilute
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/conceive
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/set_something_in_motion
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/compoundable
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/deter
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/resort
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/redress
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/subsistence
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/erring
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/criminalize
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/in_(the)_light_of
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/tenet
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/abhorrent
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/pronounce
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/obviously
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/irrevocable
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/provision
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/in_the_event_of_%E2%80%94
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/void
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/subsist
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/imprison
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/proponent
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32. harassment (noun) – persecution, persistent annoyance, coercion/intimidation. 

33. invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 

34. prohibited (adjective) – banned, not allowed, forbidden. 

35. quest (noun) – search, hunt, pursuit; mission. 

Beyond talaq: On Muslim divorce bill 

India needs a non-sectarian, gender-neutral law that addresses desertion of spouses  

Both Houses of Parliament have passed a Bill making instant triple talaq a criminal 

offence, amidst persistent doubts whether it ought to be treated as a crime or just a civil 

case. It is true that the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2019, is a 

diluted version of the Bill as it was originally conceived. Earlier, it did not specify who 

could set the law in motion. Now the offence is cognisable only if the affected wife, or one 

related to her by blood or marriage, files a police complaint. A man arrested under this law 

may get bail, after the Magistrate grants a hearing to the wife. Thirdly, the offence is 

compoundable, that is, the parties may arrive at a compromise. The government says its 

main objective is to give effect to the Supreme Court‟s 2017 verdict declaring instant triple 

talaq illegal. It claims that despite the court ruling, several instances have been reported. 

Making it an offence, the government says, will deter further resort to triple talaq, and 

provide redress for women in the form of a subsistence allowance and custody of children, 

besides getting the erring husband arrested. However, the core question regarding the 

necessity to criminalise the practice of talaq-e-biddat has not been convincingly answered.  

In the light of the Supreme Court ruling on its validity, there is really no need to declare 

instant triple talaq a criminal offence. The practice has no approval in Islamic tenets, and is 

indeed considered abhorrent. Secondly, once it has been declared illegal, pronouncing talaq 

obviously does not have the effect of “instantaneous and irrevocable divorce” as this Bill 

claims in its definition of „talaq‟. The provisions that allow a woman to claim a subsistence 

allowance from the man and seek custody of her children can be implemented in the event 

of the husband abandoning her, even without the man‟s arrest. If triple talaq, in any form, 

is void, how the questions of children‟s custody and subsistence allowance arise while the 

marriage subsists, is not clear. And then, there is the practical question of how a man can 

provide a subsistence allowance while he is imprisoned. It has been argued by the Bill‟s 

proponents that dowry harassment and cruelty towards wives are treated as criminal 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/harassment
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/invoke
https://www.lexico.com/en/synonym/prohibited
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/quest
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offences even while the marriage subsists. It is a patently wrong comparison, as those acts 

involve violence and cruelty and are rightly treated as criminal offences. The same cannot 

be said of a man invoking a prohibited form of divorce. The BJP projects the passage of 

the Bill as a historic milestone in the quest for gender justice. Such a claim will be valid 

only if there is a non-sectarian law that addresses abandonment and desertion of spouses as 

a common problem instead of focusing on a practice, which is no more legally valid, 

among Muslims.  

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1530-1527-1510/divorce/?utm=bodytag

