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Gupta Classes Study Material
 1 

Important Vocab for the Editorial 
 

1. green (adjective) – inexperienced, naive, immature (person). (“green” 
also means concerned with the protection of the environment, 
environmentalist, conservationist; environmentally friendly). 

2. raw (adjective) – inexperienced, new, lacking experience, immature, 
green, naive. 

3. tribunalisation (noun) – the establishment of tribunals. 
4. expertise (noun) – proficiency, skill, knowledge, command. 
5. tribunal (noun) – panel, committee (set up to resolve some disputes 

particularly). 
6. establishment (noun) – institution, formation, creation. 
7. adjudicatory (adjective) – relating to adjudication (a formal 

judgement); having the power to adjudicate (judge/arbitrate). 
8. drive (verb) – force, compel, impel, press, prompt. 
9. recognition (noun) – acknowledgement, acceptance, admission. 
10. central (adjective) – main, chief, principal, vital, essential, basic, 

fundamental. 
11. bring in (phrasal verb) – introduce, cause, bring about, create. 
12. criterion (noun) – basis, standard; specification, guideline. (criteria is 

the plural form of criterion). 
13. come under (phrasal verb) – be subjected to. 
14. National Green Tribunal (noun) – The National Green Tribunal has 

been established on 18.10.2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 
2010 for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to 
environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural 
resources. 

15. interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, transitional. 
16. stay (verb) – stop, delay, or prevent something temporarily (a judicial 

proceeding/trial through the order of a court). 
17. go by (phrasal verb) – follow, observe something. 
18. by virtue of (phrase) – because of, on account of, as a result of. 
19. spell out (phrasal verb) – explain, make clear, elucidate/clarify. 
20. hazardous (adjective) – dangerous, risky, unsafe, perilous. 
21. substance (noun) – significant subject, important matter/content, valid 

message. 
22. conservation (noun) – preservation, protection, safeguarding. 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/green
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/raw
https://www.lexico.com/definition/expertise
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/tribunal
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/establishment
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/adjudicatory
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/drive
https://www.lexico.com/definition/recognition
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/central
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/bring
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/criterion
https://www.lexico.com/definition/come_under
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/interim
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/stay
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/go_by
https://www.lexico.com/definition/by_virtue_of
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/spell?q=+spelling+out#spell__13
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/hazardous
https://www.lexico.com/definition/substance
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/conservation


 

 

23. on the other hand (phrase) – as an alternative, or, as another option, 
as a substitute. 

24. (be) shorn of (phrasal verb) – to have something important removed 
from you. 

25. merely (adverb) – only, simply, just. 
26. stipulate (adjective) – demand, specify, state (a requirement clearly). 
27. stint (noun) – spell, period, term/time (in office). 
28. amount to (verb) – add up to, be equal to, be equivalent to, represent. 
29. contention (noun) – argument, claim, plea; opinion, view. 
30. tenure (noun) – term, time, period. 
31. wryly (adverb) – mockingly, humorously, ironically. 
32. equivalent to (adjective) – comparable to, on a par with, amounting to. 
33. clause (noun) – (legal) term, provision, stipulation, requirement, 

condition. 
34. equivalence (noun) – equality, identity, uniformity. 
35. fall under (phrase) – to be influenced/controlled by; to be classified 

as. 
36. domain (noun) – field, area, arena, sphere, discipline, sector. 
37. composition (noun) – formation, structure, organization. 
38. scrutiny (noun) – examination, inspection, investigation. 
39. abolish (verb) – eliminate, get rid of, end/stop. 
40. salutary (adjective) – good, helpful/useful, beneficial, practical, 

valuable. 
41. bureaucrat (noun) – a powerful officer, public/government 

servant, office-bearer, civil servant, functionary, mandarin. 
42. constitute (verb) – initiate, establish, found, create, set up. 
43. National Tribunals Commission (NTC) (noun) – It would act as an 

independent body to supervise appointments and functioning as well 
as take care of the administrative and infrastructural needs of tribunals 
across the country. 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/on_the_other_hand
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/shear
https://www.lexico.com/definition/merely
https://www.lexico.com/definition/stipulate
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/stint
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/amount
https://www.lexico.com/definition/contention
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/tenure
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/wryly
https://www.lexico.com/definition/equivalent
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/clause
https://www.lexico.com/definition/equivalence
https://www.lexico.com/definition/domain
https://www.lexico.com/definition/composition
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/scrutiny
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/abolish
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/salutary
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/bureaucrat
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/constitute
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Green and raw: On ‘tribunalisation’ of justice 

 

                                                                   APRIL 23, 2021 00:02 IST 

Centre should clarify how far experience can be treated as 

expertise for tribunal posts 

The establishment of tribunals as adjudicatory bodies in specific fields is 

based on the idea that specialisation and expertise are required to decide 

complex cases of a technical nature. The ‘tribunalisation’ of justice is 

driven by the recognition that it would be cost-effective, accessible and 

give scope for utilising expertise in the respective fields. Central to this 

scheme is the principle that the ‘experts’ appointed to these tribunals should 

bring in special knowledge and experience. These criteria came under focus 

recently when the appointment of former IAS officer, Girija 

Vaidyanathan, as Expert Member in the Southern Bench of the NGT, 

was challenged in the Madras High Court. Even though the court initially 

granted an interim stay on her appointment, it ruled that she was not 

ineligible, going by the criteria in the NGT Act. She was found to have 

fulfilled the eligibility requirements by virtue of her administrative 

experience of nearly five years in “dealing with environmental matters”. 

The Act spells out two kinds of criteria — one based on qualifications and 

practical experience, and another on administrative experience in the field 

— and a candidate has to fulfil only one of them. For the first, a masters’ or 

a doctorate in science, engineering or technology, with 15 years’ experience 

in the relevant field, including five in environment and forests in a national 

level institution, is needed. The fields include pollution control, hazardous 

substance management and forest conservation. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/girija-vaidyanathan-gets-high-court-nod-as-green-panels-expert-member/article34347564.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/girija-vaidyanathan-gets-high-court-nod-as-green-panels-expert-member/article34347564.ece


 

 

On the other hand, the administrative experience criterion is shorn of detail, 

and merely stipulates 15 years’ experience, of which five should have been 

in “dealing with environmental matters” in either the Centre or the State or 

any reputed institution. Even though Ms. Vaidyanathan’s stint as Secretary, 

Environment and Forests, Tamil Nadu, and Chairperson of the State 

Pollution Control Board together amounted to only 28 months, the court 

accepted the contention that her tenure as Health Secretary should also be 

considered. The court also observed wryly that it is an entirely different 

matter whether administrative experience in the second criterion should be 

regarded as equivalent to “the real expertise” indicated in the clause on 

qualifications. The court rightly declined to interfere with the appointment, 

as the equivalence found in the rules falls under the domain of Parliament. 

At a time when the need, relevance and composition of tribunals are under 

judicial scrutiny, and the Centre itself has abolished some of them, it would 

be salutary if the government spelt out with clarity, as the court has 

suggested, the extent to which a bureaucrat’s involvement in environmental 

matters could be regarded as equivalent to expertise. It should also show 

greater urgency in implementing earlier Supreme Court directions to 

constitute a National Tribunals Commission to supervise the appointment 

and functioning of tribunals. 

 


