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Gupta Classes Study Material
 1 

Important Vocab for the Editorial 
 

1. shot (noun) – attempt, try; (shot generally means a firing of a gun). 
2. measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 
3. largely (adverb) – mostly, basically, to a large/great extent. 
4. allegedly (adverb) – reportedly, supposedly, purportedly, ostensibly, 

apparently. 
5. rival (noun) – competitor, opponent, contestant, contender. 
6. personnel (noun) – force, staff, employees, workforce. 
7. span (noun) – period, time, duration. 
8. conclude (verb) – judge, decide, come to a conclusion. 
9. storm (noun) – trouble, disturbance, controversy. 
10. kick up (phrasal verb) – to become very intense; to become more 

active, to become much noticeable. 
11. episode (noun) – incident, event, occurrence, happening. 
12. rage (verb) – be furious, be violent; be at its height, be uncontrollable; 

reach a high degree of intensity. 
13. allege (verb) – claim, accuse, charge. 
14. conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, intrigue, 

collaboration/deception, collusion. 
15. scare (verb) – frighten, panic, make afraid, make fearful. 
16. call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly ask/necessitate, demand. 
17. call (noun) – demand, order, requirement. 
18. gherao (verb) – (in a protest/demonstration) encircle and prevent 

someone from leaving a place. 
19. lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring about, call forth, give rise to, 

produce. 
20. flare-up (noun) – outburst, eruption outbreak. 
21. campaign (noun) – an organized effort which seeks to influence the 

decision making progress within a specific group. 
22. mob (noun) – a large, disorganized, and often violent crowd of 

people. 
23. proportionate (adjective) – relevant, appropriate, applicable; in 

accordance with, consistent with, commensurate. 
24. omen (noun) – portent, sign, signal, augury. 
25. backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 
26. call into question (phrase) – doubt, distrust, suspect. 
27. mitigate (verb) – reduce, lessen, decrease, make less severe. 

https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/shot
https://www.lexico.com/definition/measure
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/largely
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/allegedly
https://www.lexico.com/definition/rival
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/personnel
https://www.lexico.com/definition/span
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/conclude
https://www.lexico.com/definition/storm
https://www.lexico.com/definition/kick
https://www.lexico.com/definition/episode
https://www.lexico.com/definition/rage
https://www.lexico.com/definition/allege
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/conspiracy
https://www.lexico.com/definition/scare
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/call_for
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/call
https://www.lexico.com/definition/gherao
https://www.lexico.com/definition/lead
https://www.lexico.com/definition/flare-up
https://www.lexico.com/definition/campaign
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/mob
https://www.lexico.com/definition/proportionate
https://www.lexico.com/definition/omen
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/backdrop
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/call_something_into_(or_in)_question
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/mitigate


 

 

28. undue (adjective) – excessive, extreme, immoderate. 
29. redeploy (verb) – restructure, rearrange, reshuffle; 

change, alter/adjust. 
30. time-tested (adjective) – established (over a period of time). 
31. redeployment (noun) – restructuring, rearrangement, reshuffling, 

reorganization. 
32. chaos (noun) – disorder, disarray, turmoil, disorganization, disruption. 
33. partisanship (noun) – bias, prejudice, one-

sidedness, partiality, discrimination. 
34. matter of concern (phrase) – something which causes worry. 
35. proactive (adjective) – aggressive, intense. 
36. appeal (noun) – allure, temptation, attraction. 
37. alacrity (noun) – readiness, willingness, swiftness, promptness. 
38. brazen (adjective) – blatant/flagrant; bold and shameless; 

unashamed, unembarrassed. 
39. scot-free (noun) – unpunished, unreprimanded; unhurt. 
40. invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 
41. amount to (verb) – be equal to, be equivalent to, represent. 
42. overstep (verb) – contravene, violate, transgress, break/breach. 
43. apolitical (adjective) – not interested/involved in politics. 
44. rise up to the challenge (phrase) – to tackle a difficult situation 

successfully. 
45. over the top (adverb) – excessive, immoderate, inordinate, extreme, 

over the limit, exaggerated. 
46. code of conduct (noun) – a set of rules outlining the norms, rules, and 

responsibilities or proper practices of an individual party or an 
organisation. 

47. impartiality (noun) – fairness, integrity, righteousness. 
48. reputation (noun) – good name, character, standing, stature, status, 

position. 
49. decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 
50. public trust (noun) – public confidence/belief in the reliability of 

something. 
51. intact (adjective) – unbroken, undamaged, unharmed, uninjured, 

unimpaired. 
52. erode (verb) – (gradually) deteriorate, destroy, spoil. 
53. act of omission and commission (phrase) – act of omission and 

commission are, respectively, things someone failed to do, and things 
someone has done. 

54. enable (verb) – permit, allow, facilitate. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/undue
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/redeploy
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/time-tested
https://www.lexico.com/definition/redeployment
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/chaos
https://www.lexico.com/definition/partisanship
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/proactive
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/appeal
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/alacrity
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/brazen
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/scot-free
https://www.lexico.com/definition/invoke
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/amount
https://www.lexico.com/definition/overstep
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/apolitical
https://www.lexico.com/definition/over_the_top
https://www.lexico.com/definition/impartiality
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/reputation
https://www.lexico.com/definition/decade
https://www.lexico.com/definition/trust
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/intact
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/erode
https://www.lexico.com/definition/enable


Model Practice Set -1  3   
 

 

 

 

 
Wrong shots: On West Bengal poll violence 

APRIL 12, 2021 00:15 IST 

ECI must take measures to prevent violence, and keep the 
election process fair 

Five people were killed on Saturday during the fourth phase of 

polls in West Bengal, where the first three phases were largely 

eventless. While one person was allegedly killed by political 

rivals, four others were killed when security personnel fired more 

than 15 rounds in a span of two hours at Cooch Behar’s Sitalkuchi 

Assembly constituency. The Election Commission of India (ECI) 

has concluded that the police action was necessary, and taken in 

“self defence,” but the political storm kicked up by the episode 

continues to rage. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has alleged a 

conspiracy by the BJP to scare her supporters and called for the 

resignation of Home Minister Amit Shah. Mr. Shah, in turn, 

has said the Chief Minister’s call to gherao personnel of the 

Central security forces led to the flare-up. The Trinamool 

Congress has alleged that Central forces are restricting it and 

helping the BJP in the campaign. It is unclear whether the force 

used to control the mob was proportionate and the deaths were 

avoidable. Elsewhere in the State, a group of people tried to stop 

the vehicle of a BJP MP. All these are bad omens, against the 

backdrop of an intensely competitive political battle between Ms. 

Banerjee’s Trinamool and the BJP. 

The ECI’s role in Bengal has been called into question by 

Opposition parties for various reasons. Its explanation for 

spreading the polls over eight phases over a month has not 

mitigated the concern that it gave undue advantage to the BJP. Its 

practice of redeploying civil and police officials is a time-tested 

measure to keep the election process fair. However, if 

redeployment leads to administrative chaos and partisanship, it is a 

https://www.thehindu.com/elections/west-bengal-assembly/violence-mars-fourth-phase-of-polling-in-bengal-5-killed/article34288263.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/west-bengal-assembly/west-bengal-assembly-polls-cooch-behar-incident-result-of-conspiracy-hatched-by-bjp-to-intimidate-voters-says-mamata/article34295404.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/west-bengal-assembly/west-bengal-assembly-polls-cooch-behar-incident-result-of-conspiracy-hatched-by-bjp-to-intimidate-voters-says-mamata/article34295404.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/west-bengal-assembly/mamata-blames-amit-shah-for-cooch-behar-deaths/article34289824.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/west-bengal-assembly/mamata-blames-amit-shah-for-cooch-behar-deaths/article34289824.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/west-bengal-assembly/west-bengal-assembly-polls-union-home-minister-amit-shah-roadshow-in-santipur/article34295063.ece


 

 

matter of concern. While the ECI has been proactive in acting on 

charges of religious appeals made by Trinamool leaders including 

Ms. Banerjee, such alacrity has been missing in its dealings with 

the BJP. BJP leaders have made brazen communal appeals and 

gone scot-free. ECI advertisements that invoked the sacrifices of 

security personnel amounted to the Commission overstepping its 

strictly apolitical role. The personal role of the Prime Minister in a 

State election has made the task of the ECI much more difficult, 

and it has not risen up to the challenge. Ms. Banerjee may have 

gone over the top in trolling the ECI to “rename MCC as Modi 

Code of Conduct”. But it is not the first time that a Chief Minister 

has questioned the ECI’s impartiality. Narendra Modi himself had 

questioned the fairness of the ECI when he was Gujarat Chief 

Minister. Its reputation built over decades kept public trust intact, 

through all this. That trust is now being eroded, through acts of 

commission and omission. There are four more phases of polling 

in Bengal and the ECI must take measures to prevent violence, and 

keep the process fair and enabling for voters. 

 


