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Gupta Classes Study Material
 1 

                             Important Vocab for the Editorial 
 
1. discord (noun) – strife, conflict, friction, hostility, disagreement, lack of 

agreement, lack of harmony. 
2. identity (noun) – a social category, a set of persons marked by a 

label and distinguished by rules deciding membership and (alleged) 
characteristic features or attributes; individuality, character, originality. 

3. identity politics (plural noun) – it is also called as identitarian politics, 
refers to political positions based on the interests and perspectives of 
social groups with which people identify. Identity politics is when people 
of a particular race, ethnicity, gender, or religion form alliances and 
organize politically to defend their group’s interests. 

4. sustain (verb) – continue, carry on, keep up. 
5. welfarism (noun) – the principles/policies of a welfare state. 
6. communalism (noun) – adherence/obedience to one’s own ethnic 

group (against the principle/practice of living together in wider society). 
7. daring (adjective) – brave, bold, audacious. 
8. alliance (noun) – association, union, partnership. 
9. consecutive (adjective) – successive, continuous. 
10. ally (noun) – partner, supporting (political) party (with common 

interests). 
11. Mahajot (noun) – Bengali word meaning “Grand Alliance”. 
12. turn out (phrasal verb) – happen, develop, end (in a specific way). 
13. front (noun) – political group, party, faction, grouping. 
14. nationalist (noun/adjective) – relating to nationalism. 
15. newfound (adjective) – recently established. 
16. outperform (verb) – excel, be better than, be superior to, defeat, 

outstrip, outmatch. 
17. constituent (noun) – member; integral part/unit. 
18. sweep (verb) – to win comprehensively (in a contest). 
19. end up (phrasal verb) – come/appear, find oneself (to a particular 

course of action in the end). 
20. join hands (phrase) – work together with. 
21. campaign (noun) – canvassing, electioneering, an act of soliciting 

(asking for/requesting) votes; an organized effort that seeks to 
influence the decision-making progress within a specific group. 

22. imaginary (adjective) – unreal, assumed, supposed. 
23. prospect (noun) – probability, possibility, chance; thought, idea. 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/discord
https://www.lexico.com/definition/identity
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/identity_politics
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/sustain
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/welfarism
https://www.lexico.com/definition/communalism
https://www.lexico.com/definition/daring
https://www.lexico.com/definition/alliance
https://www.lexico.com/definition/consecutive
https://www.lexico.com/definition/ally
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/turn
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/front
https://www.lexico.com/definition/nationalist
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/newfound
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/outperform
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/constituent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/sweep
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/end
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/join_hands
https://www.lexico.com/definition/campaign
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/imaginary
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/prospect


 

 

24. mobilise (verb) – bring (resources) into use for a particular 
purpose/cause. 

25. variant (noun) – form, version, variation. 
26. backlash (noun) – a strong negative reaction; adverse 

response, counteraction. 
27. pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause (a problem or danger 

or risk). 
28. dilemma (noun) – quandary, predicament, difficulty. 
29. irony (noun) – paradox, incongruity, peculiarity; contradiction, a 

strange/funny situation where things are happening the other way 
around (than expected). 

30. the brunt (noun) – strain, stress, pressure. 
31. tie-up (noun) – allaince, association, relationship. 
32. curse (noun) – affliction, burden, bane, misfortune. 
33. polarisation (noun) – separation of two contrasting groups (based 

on different opinions/beliefs). 
34. fan (verb) – intensify, increase, exacerbate. 
35. acrimonious (adjective) – angry, bitter, harsh, hostile, hate-filled, ill-

natured. 
36. Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) (noun) – The Citizenship 

(Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks to grant citizenship to religious 
minorities of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, who had to flee 
their homeland facing persecution. The six minority groups that have 
been specifically identified are Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Christians, and Parsis. 

37. reinforce (verb) – strengthen, fortify, bolster up, underpin. 
38. dismantle (verb) – remove, demolish, take down, destroy (something). 
39. strategist (noun) – someone skilled in planning action/policy 

(especially in politics/war). 
40. curate (verb) – select, organize, choose something (carefully & 

thoroughly). 
41. spearhead (verb) – lead, head (a movement/protest); be in the 

forefront of. 
42. welfare (noun) – a government program that provides (financial) 

assistance to individuals and families in need; social security, public 
assistance. 

43. incumbent (adjective) – present, current, exciting (holder or occupant 
of an office). 

44. deft (adjective) – skillful, experienced, proficient, efficient, impressive. 
45. ambiguity (noun) – doubtfulness, obscurity, uncertainty. 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/mobilize?q=mobilise
https://www.lexico.com/definition/variant
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/backlash
https://www.lexico.com/definition/pose
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/dilemma
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/thesaurus/irony
https://www.lexico.com/definition/brunt
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/tie-up
https://www.lexico.com/definition/curse
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/polarization?q=polarisation
https://www.lexico.com/definition/fan
https://www.lexico.com/definition/acrimonious
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/reinforce
https://www.lexico.com/definition/dismantle
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/strategist
https://www.lexico.com/definition/curate
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/spearhead
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/welfare
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/incumbent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/deft
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ambiguity
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46. National Register of Citizens (NRC) (noun) – It is a register that 
includes demographic information about all those individuals who 
qualify as citizens of India as per the Citizenship Act, 1955. 

47. fault line (noun) – a divisive issue; a difference of opinion. 
48. single-mindedly (adverb) – determinedly, resolutely, stubbornly, 

unyieldingly, inflexibly. 
49. divide (noun) – division, separation, split, difference. 
50. dividend (noun) – benefit, advantage, gain. 
51. systematic (adjective) – methodical, structured, organized, well 

ordered, planned. 
52. build on (phrasal verb) – develop, enhance, expand on. 
53. divisive (adjective) – alienating/isolating, disharmonious, discordant. 
54. combustive (adjective) – fiery, ignitable, flammable. 
55. whirlwind (noun) – a busy, tumultuous (uncontrolled) activity or 

process. 
56. strife (noun) – conflict, friction, discord, disagreement. 
57. chaos (noun) – disorder, disarray, turmoil, disorganization, disruption. 
58. wisdom (noun) – understanding, sense, common sense, insight, 

foresight, judgement, circumspection. 
59. douse (verb) – extinguish, put out, quench, dampen down (a fire). 
60. lit past and past participle of light (verb) – ignite, kindle, spark off, set 

on fire, set fire to. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/fault_line
https://www.lexico.com/definition/single-mindedly
https://www.lexico.com/definition/divide
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/dividend
https://www.lexico.com/definition/systematic
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/build_on
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/divisive
https://www.lexico.com/definition/combustive
https://www.lexico.com/definition/whirlwind
https://www.lexico.com/definition/strife
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/chaos
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/wisdom
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/douse
https://www.lexico.com/definition/light


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assam discord: On BJP’s brand of identity politics 
                                                        MAY 8, 2021 00:02 IST 

The BJP’s kind of identity politics is difficult to sustain over the 
longer term 

A combination of welfarism, communalism and smart though daring 

alliances helped the BJP win a second consecutive term in Assam. The 

party and its allies, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and United People’s 

Party Liberal (UPPL), won 75 of the 126 seats in the State. A 10-party 

alliance, or Mahajot, around the Congress-AIUDF axis turned out to be no 

match for the BJP. A third front of Assamese nationalists, the Assam Jatiya 

Parishad (AJP) and Raijor Dal, could win only one seat. The Congress and 

AIUDF have accused it of helping the BJP. The BJP performed well in 

Upper Assam, and the Barak Valley, though marginally weaker than its 

2016 performance. With its newfound ally UPPL, the BJP outperformed the 

Mahajot, which had the Bodoland People’s Front (BPF) as a constituent in 

the Bodo region. The AIUDF-Congress alliance swept Lower Assam, but 

overall, they ended up with a net loss by joining hands. The BJP campaign 

focused on the imaginary prospect of AIUDF chief Badruddin Ajmal 

becoming the CM, mobilising two variants of backlash — from the 

Assamese nationalists and Hindu nationalists. The alliance question posed a 

dilemma for both parties. They had to choose between the disadvantages of 

https://www.thehindu.com/elections/assam-assembly/hindu-consolidation-pays-off-for-bjp/article34509288.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/assam-assembly/assam-assembly-elections-bjp-allies-retain-power/article34466488.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/assam-assembly/assam-assembly-elections-mahajot-fails-to-net-tribal-votes/article34510597.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/assam-assembly-polls-bjp-campaign-focused-on-attacking-ajmal/article34091246.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/assam-assembly-polls-bjp-campaign-focused-on-attacking-ajmal/article34091246.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/assam-assembly-polls-bjp-campaign-focused-on-attacking-ajmal/article34091246.ece
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not having a partnership and having one. The AIUDF has now blamed the 

underperformance of the Congress in Upper Assam as the reason for their 

defeat; the irony is that the Congress faced the brunt there for its tie-up with 

the AIUDF. 

The winners have their own curse. Communal polarisation in the State 

fanned by the acrimonious debate on the Citizenship (Amendment) Act has 

been further reinforced in the outcome. All eight Muslim candidates of the 

BJP, including a sitting MLA, lost. Of the 29 Congress MLAs, 16 are 

Muslims. The BJP has dismantled its minority cell in response to the 

outcome. The key strategist of the BJP, Himanta Biswa Sarma, who curated 

the party’s agenda, spearheaded its welfare schemes, and managed its 

alliance, has a rightful claim for the CM’s post. He is certainly more popular 

than the incumbent CM, Sarbananda Sonowal, in the 60-strong BJP 

legislature party. The BJP has managed to assemble the support from 

Assamese nationalists, and Hindu nationalists in a deft balancing act on the 

CAA, but that ambiguity is difficult to sustain. The party has also promised 

to revise the National Register of Citizens and exclude more ‘illegal’ 

residents from it. Assam is a border State, and it has numerous fault lines 

within its society. The BJP single-mindedly focused on the religious divide 

that earned it rich dividends. But a political order that excludes a third of the 

population in a systematic manner is no order at all. The BJP’s victory is 

built on a deeply divisive and combustive agenda. Before it turns into a 

whirlwind of strife and chaos, the party must act with political wisdom and 

douse the fire it has lit. 

 


