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1. decisive (adjective) – resolute, firm, determined. 
2. sustain (verb) – bolster up, maintain/retain, extend. 
3. deepen (verb) – augment, reinforce, strengthen. 
4. dimension (noun) – aspect, feature, element. 
5. divisive (adjective) – alienating/isolating, disharmonious, discordant. 
6. fact-free (adjective) – without fact. 
7. spruce up (verb) – make smarter/neater, make tidy, put in order. 
8. tenet (noun) – principle, belief, doctrine/rule. 
9. admission (noun) – acknowledgement, acceptance, confession. 
10. agonise (verb) – be worried, be anxious, upset oneself. 
11. prospects (noun) – chances, opportunities, possibilities. 
12. majoritarian (adjective) – relating to a philosophy that states that a majority (sometimes 

categorized by religion, language, social class, or some other identifying factor) of the 
population is entitled to a certain degree of primacy (priority) in society, and has the right to 
make decisions that affect the society. 

13. slide (noun) – fall, decline, downturn. 
14. deficit (noun) – shortfall, deficiency, shortage. 
15. linguistic (adjective) – relating to language; lingual. 
16. stress (verb) – emphasize, draw attention to, make a point of. 
17. introspection (noun) – self-observation, self-analysis; contemplation. 
18. let alone (phrase) – to say nothing of; not to mention. 
19. remorse (noun) – deep regret, penitence, sorrow/guilt. 
20. overlook (verb) – fail to notice/observe, ignore, disregard. 
21. mistrust (noun) – suspicion, distrust, misgivings. 
22. opponent (noun) – rival, adversary, the opposition. 
23. allege (verb) – declare, maintain, proclaim. 
24. mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing people together for a particular cause. 
25. amplify (verb) – intensify, magnify/raise, escalate. 
26. rhetoric (noun) – bombast, loftiness, hyperbole/extravagant language. 
27. haunting (adjective) – evocative/emotive, moving/touching, unforgettable. 
28. recurring (adjective) – repetitive, recurrent, regular. 
29. condoning (adjective) – approving, justifying, vindicating. 
30. accommodate (verb) – help/assist, serve; adjust/attune. 
31. pursue (verb) – engage in, follow, conduct. 
32. back (verb) – support, endorse, protect. 
33. embellish (verb) – elaborate, exaggerate, , expand on. 
34. characteristic (adjective) – usual, normal, specific. 
35. tenacity (noun) – persistence, determination, resolve. 
36. slacken (verb) – decrease, lessen/diminish, weaken. 
37. harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, peacefulness. 
38. discriminate (verb) – separate, differentiate, distinguish. 
39. parity (noun) – equality, uniformity, sameness/evenness. 
40. axiomatic (adjective) – self-evident, unquestionable/undeniable; accepted/understood. 
41. creed (noun) – system of belief, set of principles, statement of beliefs. 
42. corner (verb) – block off, trap, capture. 
43. sympathiser (noun) – supporter, well wisher, ally. 
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44. condemn (verb) – criticize, censure, denounce. 
45. in the face of (phrase) – when confronted/faced with. 
46. stand one’s ground (phrase) – be resolute, insist, be determined. 

To be decisive: Modi must win and sustain the 

trust of all 

Prime Minister Modi must deepen his message of carrying everyone’s trust 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s declaration that the trust of all — sabka vishwas — will 

be a dimension of governance in his second term is reassuring, coming as it does after the 

highly divisive and fact-free campaign he led for the 17th general election. In a Twitter 

post as the results were being announced on May 23, Mr. Modi spruced up a mantra that 

he has uttered for long — sabka saath, sabka vikas, translated as ‘collective efforts, 

inclusive growth’ on his website — with this third tenet. Mr. Modi later elaborated on the 

theme and said the BJP needed to win the trust particularly of the minorities. The very 

admission by the Prime Minister of the need to gain the trust of all sections of the people 

allows high hopes for those who agonise over the prospects of a majoritarian slide in 

Indian democracy. While he rightly identified the trust deficit the BJP faces among 

religious and linguistic minorities and stressed the need to overcome it, there was not 

enough introspection, let alone remorse. He appeared to overlook the reasons for the 

mistrust in the BJP and put the blame on his political opponents who, he alleged, had 

created an ‘imaginary fear’ among the minorities. There exists an easy channel of political 

mobilisation where the fear about the BJP among minorities is amplified, but it is 

undeniably based on its rhetoric and track record. The Gujarat riots of 2002, when Mr. 

Modi was Chief Minister, remain a haunting memory. Recurring incidents of mob violence 

against the minorities by BJP supporters go unpunished, as party leaders including Mr. 

Modi maintain a condoning silence. 

Therefore, the Prime Minister’s statement about winning the trust of the minorities and 

accommodating regional aspirations while pursuing national aspirations must be backed 

with action. Mr. Modi is projected as a man of action, but politics is driven also by 

rhetoric. He must sustain and embellish his new slogan with his characteristic tenacity, 

without slackening on the question of communal harmony, going by experience. In 2011, 

he held a series of Sadbhavna fasts in Gujarat to spread the message that he did not 
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discriminate between the majority and the minority — but did not follow up to deepen the 

message. It is possible that the wider Sangh Parivar will not take kindly to suggestions of 

parity between Hindus and non-Hindus, an axiomatic constitutional truth. Gautam 

Gambhir, former cricketer and now BJP MP, had to cite Mr. Modi’s new creed in his 

defence after being cornered online by BJP sympathisers for rightly condemning a mob 

attack on a Muslim in Gurugram. Mr. Modi has continuously claimed that his 

governance is decisive and strong, which will be meaningless if it fails in the face of 

divisiveness. Standing his ground on this question — winning and sustaining the trust of all 

— will be a test of Mr. Modi’s decisiveness. 
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