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cast a light on (phrase) — explain, elucidate, clarify/make clear.

sweeping (adjective) — decisive, thorough, complete/total.

bow out (phrasal verb) — withdraw from, resign/retire from, step down from.

curious (adjective) — strange/unusual, unconventional, surprising.

footprint (noun) — mark, impression, track/trace.

acquisitive (adjective) — greedy, possessive/grasping, materialistic/rapacious.

in general (phrase) — generally, normally, mostly.

ally (verb) — join, unite/merge, combine/team up.

in turn (phrase) — one after the other, one by one, in succession, successively.

10. persistent (adjective) — constant, continuous, never-ending/repeated.

11. contingent (adjective) — group, party, body, unit/section.

12. sought past and past participle of seek (verb) — try to obtain, strive for, go for/attempt.

13. tolerance (noun) — liberality, open-mindedness, forbearance.

14. offspring (noun) — children, progeny, family.

15. raise the bar (phrase) — increase/raise the standards that others to meet/qualify.

16. outfit (noun) — organization, group, party.

17. reel under (phrase) — to suffer (due to a burden).

18. adverse (adjective) — unfavourable, disadvantageous, bad.

19. bifurcation (noun) — division of something into two branches or parts.

20. decisively (adverb) — conclusively, finally, once and for all.

21. overwhelming (adjective) — very strong.

22. sit/wait in the wings (phrase) — someone who is not active at this time, but ready to do
something very soon.

23. whereby (relative adverb) — by which.

24. demarcation (noun) — an act of fixing of the boundary or limits.

25. stark (adjective) — clear, distinct, evident.

26. swept past participle of sweep (verb) — to win a contest completely.

27. top-down (adjective) — hierarchical; controlled, directed, or organized from the top level.

28. hyper-nationalism (noun) — extreme nationalism, ultra-nationalism.

Disclosing dissent: on EC's decision to not
record split opinions
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People are entitled to know whether or not the poll panel’s key decisions are
unanimous

The rejection of the demand of one of the Election Commissioners that dissenting
opinions be recorded in the orders passed by the three-member Election Commission on
complaints of violations of the Model Code of Conduct may be technically and legally
right. However, there was indeed a strong case for acceding to the demand of Ashok
Lavasa at least in regard to complaints against high functionaries such as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The EC has been rightly widely criticised for giving a series of
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‘clean chits’ to the PM, despite some questionable remarks that appeared to solicit votes in
the name of the armed forces. Added to the widespread unease was the unexplained delay
of several weeks in disposing of complaints against Mr. Modi. It is in this context that Mr.
Lavasa’s dissenting opinion may have been relevant enough to merit inclusion in the EC’s
orders. After all, the public is aware of the allegedly offending actions and remarks, and is
entitled to be informed if the decision was not unanimous. In this hotly contested election,
one in which the level of discourse was abysmally low, the onus on the poll panel to
maintain a level-playing field and enforce the election code was quite high. Making public
a dissent in the final order would have deepened the popular understanding of the issues in

play.

The law requires the multi-member EC to transact business unanimously as far as possible
— and where there is a difference of opinion, by majority. Therefore, there is nothing
wrong if decisions are made by a 2:1 ratio. The apparent justification for excluding any
dissent from the final order, but merely recording it in the file, is that the practice of
including dissent is limited to quasi-judicial matters such as allotment of symbols. Should
recording of a dissenting opinion be based on such a distinction? A more appropriate
distinction would be between decisions that require reasoning — absolving the Prime
Minister of an election code violation surely ought to be one — and administrative matters
that need to be resolved with dispatch. If members have specific reasons for deciding for or
against a particular course of action, there would surely be no harm in spelling out their
respective positions. It would be unfortunate indeed if Mr. Lavasa stays away from
meetings concerning violations of the Model Code of Conduct. However, as he has taken
up the issue through as many as three letters, it is reasonable to infer that there is some
basis for his grievance. At a time when the institution’s reputation is being undermined by
sustained criticism, the EC should not shy away from making public any difference of
opinion within. It would be unfortunate if the majority in the EC were to be afraid of any
public reaction that may result from disclosure of a split opinion.




