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1. woes (noun) – trouble, difficulty, problem. 
2. tip (verb) – give notice, inform/notify, tell. 
3. ceasefire (noun) – a temporary stoppage of a war, truce, armistice. 
4. under way (adverb) – going on, continuing, in progress. 
5. drone (noun) – unmanned aircraft /missile. 
6. retaliation (noun) – revenge, vengeance, counter-attack. 
7. fall back (phrasal verb) – retreat, withdraw, back off. 
8. resumption (noun) – restart, return to, continuation. 
9. hostilities (noun) – fighting, conflict, war. 
10. on the rise (phrase) – increasing. 
11. standoff (noun) – deadlock, stalemate, impasse (in a dispute/conflict). 
12. militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, soldiery (from the civil population to support main 

forces). 
13. deploy (verb) – station, locate, place. 
14. allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, indictment. 
15. refute (verb) – deny, reject, disprove. 
16. subsequent (adjective) – following, ensuing, later. 
17. entangle (verb) – involve, implicate, embroil. 
18. rivalry (noun) – opposition, conflict, stifle/friction. 
19. devastate (verb) – destroy, ruin, wreak. 
20. malnutrition (noun) – undernourishment, undernutrition, poor/unhealthy/inadequate diet. 
21. blockade (noun) – barricade, barrier (obstruction of supply of essential goods and others to an 

area). 
22. brink (noun) – edge/verge/end (of something). 
23. famine (noun) – scarcity of food, food shortages; paucity/poverty. 
24. hold (verb) – remain valid, exist; be the case. 
25. provoke (verb) – annoy, make angry, irritate. 
26. the way forward (phrase) – something (a plan/action) that leads to success in the future. 
27. stuck past participle of stick to (phrasal verb) – abide by, adhere to, cling. 
28. pull out (phrasal verb) – withdraw, leave, get out. 
29. mediation (noun) – conciliation, arbitration, reconciliation. 
30. replicate (verb) – copy, reproduce, duplicate. 
31. decouple (verb) – unlink, undo, disengage. 
32. war-torn (adjective) – (of a place) devastated, ruined, wrecked (by war). 

Yemen’s woes 

The Saudi airstrikes on Sanaa risk tipping the country back to pre-ceasefire 

days 

The withdrawal of Houthi rebels from three of Yemen’s ports as part of the December 

2018 ceasefire agreement should have been the basis for further talks to expand the truce to 

other parts of the country. But while the withdrawal was under way last week, Houthis, 

who are reportedly getting support from Iran, carried out a drone attack on a Saudi 
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pipeline, and in retaliation Riyadh launched airstrikes on Sanaa, the capital city controlled 

by the rebels, killing at least six civilians, including children. Yemen now risks falling back 

to the pre-ceasefire days of conflict with fighting having broken out in parts of the 

government-controlled south. What makes the resumption of hostilities more dangerous is 

the regional angle. Tensions are on the rise in West Asia over the U.S.-Iran standoff. The 

U.S. had earlier warned against possible attacks by either Iran or Iran-backed militias 

against American interests or its allies in the region, and has deployed an aircraft carrier 

and a bomber squad to the Gulf. Immediately after the pipeline was attacked, the Saudis 

blamed Iran for ordering it, an allegation which both Tehran and the Houthis have refuted. 

Whether Iran was actually behind the attack or not, the incident and the subsequent Saudi 

airstrikes show how the Yemeni conflict is entangled with the regional rivalry between Iran 

and Saudi Arabia. 

Saudi Arabia started its Yemen military campaign in March 2015 with the goal of driving 

Houthis out of territories they captured. Four years of war have devastated the country. 

According to the UN, at least 7,000 civilians have been killed. Thousands of others have 

died due to disease, poor health care and malnutrition. The blockade Saudi Arabia imposed 

on Yemen steadily worsened the country’s hunger problem and health-care crisis. The 

country is on the brink of a famine. It’s a shame that even when the ceasefire was holding, 

the Saudis did not halt bombing Yemen. Saudi Arabia appears to be frustrated that it is not 

able to defeat the Houthis even after years of heavy bombing. The Houthis, on their part, 

continue to provoke the Saudis through cross-border rocket and drone attacks. The 

Yemenis are stuck in between. The way forward is the Hodeida model. The December 

ceasefire took effect in the Red Sea port city and both the rebels and government forces 

stuck to it till the rebels pulled out last week. They should continue talks under 

international mediation and replicate the Hodeida model elsewhere in Yemen. For this to 

be achieved, the Houthis should decouple themselves from the regional politics, and stay 

focussed on resolving differences with the government and rebuilding the war-torn 

country, while Saudi Arabia should get out of Yemen. 
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