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morphed (adjective) — change; gradually change something (image) into another one.

downplay (verb) — playdown, underemphasize, understate/diminish.

oppressive (adjective) — domineering, heavy-handed, harsh/ruthless, autocratic.

turn out (phrasal verb) — transpire, happen, occur.

irrelevant (adjective) — immaterial, unrelated, not germane.

non-existent (adjective) — not present, not existing; non practical/notional.

provision (noun) — term, clause, requirement.

remand (verb) — imprison/jail, incarcerate, send to prison.

perverse (adjective) — contradictory, wrong, illogical/irrational.

10. consolation (noun) — comfort, solace, relief.

11. arbitrary (adjective) — capricious, personal (whim/choice), erratic/irregular.

12. pull up (phrasal verb) — reprimand, criticize, rebuke.

13. apparently (adverb) — seemingly, evidently, on the face of it.

14. reflection (noun) — thought/thinking, consideration, view.

15. acrimony (noun) — bitterness, hostility, resentment.

16. in the midst of (phrase) — in the middle of.

17. mar (verb) — disfigure, spoil, impair.

18. entertain (verb) — consider, think about, take into consideration.

19. defamation (noun) — character assassination, libel/misrepresentation.

20. append (verb) — add, attach, include.

21. defamatory (noun) — defaming, abusive, disparaging/insulting.

22. explicit (adjective) — clear, obvious, direct/straightforward.

23. non-cognisable offence (noun) — an offence for which, a police officer without any warrant has
no authority to arrest.

24. mechanically (adverb) — automatically, without thinking, robotically.

25. disconcerting (adjective) — discomfiting, unsettling, disturbing.

26. venture (verb) — suggest, put forward, offer.

27. gratuitous (adjective) — voluntary, at no cost, free of charge.

28. detenu (noun) — French Word détenu means a person in custody, detainee.

29. tender (verb) — propose, give, suggest.

30. fray (verb) — become upset/annoyed, strain/overtax, irritate.

31. temper (noun) — rage, fury, bad temper; angry state of mind.

32. blatant (adjective) — evident, flagrant/glaring, obvious.

33. invoke (verb) — cite, refer to, adduce.

34. statute (noun) — act/law, regulation, rule.

35. throw up (phrasal verb) — produce something.

36. aberrant (adjective) — deviating, abnormal, atypical.

37. so far (phrase) — until now, up to the present, up to this point.

38. give way to (phrasal verb) — yield, give in, submit.

39. reasoned (adjective) — logical, rational, well thought out.

Morphed freedoms: on Mamata photo
controversy
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By seeking an apology while granting bail, the Supreme Court downplayed
the misuse of law

The case of a BJP Yuva Morcha functionary being arrested in West Bengal for sharing a
morphed image of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee demonstrates how wrong and
needlessly oppressive legal processes can turn out to be. The police in Howrah registered a
case and arrested Priyanka Sharma under irrelevant and non-existent provisions, a
magistrate showed little application of mind while remanding her to judicial custody, and
even the Supreme Court, while ordering her immediate release, did not recognise
sufficiently the perverse manner in which the law was being used. It is a matter of some
consolation that the apex court observed a day later that the arrest was arbitraryand

pulled up the West Bengal government for delaying Ms. Sharma’s release for technical
reasons. The police, apparently realising that there was no offence in the first place, has
filed a closure report terming the complaint a ‘mistake of fact’. It is a reflection of the level
of acrimony between the ruling Trinamool Congress and the BJP in the midst of a
violence-marred, multi-phase election that the police entertained a complaint from a
Trinamool Congress activist and booked Ms. Sharma for criminal defamation and offences
under the provisions of the Information Technology Act. It is possible that some
considered the morphed image — in which Ms. Banerjee’s face was appended to an actor’s
photograph at a museum event in New York — defamatory. But it is unclear how the
police could arrest someone for defamation based on a third party’s complaint.

A cyber-crime police station handled the case, apparently because it involved Section 66-A
of the IT Act, a provision declared unconstitutional in 2015, and Section 67-A, which can
be used only when sexually explicit material is transmitted in electronic form. Thus, what
was at best a case of defamation, a non-cognisable and bailable offence, was projected as a
cyber-crime with the sole aim of getting the accused remanded. While magistrates are often
known to act mechanically — although that is no excuse for remanding the accused in this
case — it is disconcerting that a Bench of the Supreme Court ventured to advise her to
apologise for sharing the image on Facebook. The court included a gratuitous sentence in
its order that “the detenu shall, however, at the time of release, tender an apology in
writing”. The inclusion of an apology requirement gives the impression that the court was
more concerned about cooling frayed tempers than about the blatant misuse of the law.
Another disconcerting aspect is that the police continue to invoke Section 66-A. In
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January, the apex court sought the Centre’s response on a petition that claimed that police
officials were unaware that the section is no more on the statute book. As the main issue of
freedom of expression thrown up by this case is going to be heard in detail later, it is hoped
the aberrant developments so far will give way to a reasoned verdict.




