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1. loud and clear (phrase) – very clear; in a way that is easy to understand. 
2. discord (noun) – conflict, friction/strife, disagreement.  
3. snap out of (phrasal verb) – recover, get better, regain control of oneself. 
4. scathing (adjective) – severely critical, devastating, withering/stinging. 
5. brush/sweep under the carpet (phrase) – hide, conceal, camouflage/suppress. 
6. difference (noun) – disagreement, difference of opinion, misunderstanding/dispute. 
7. lash out (phrasal verb) – criticize, castigate, condemn/censure. 
8. overly (adverb) –  excessively, inordinately, unduly. 
9. revoke (verb) – cancel, repeal, reverse. 
10. waive (verb) – relinquish, abandon, reject/drop. 
11. ultimatum (noun) – order, rule, decree/command. 
12. zero out (phrasal verb) – reduce to zero, phase out. 
13. Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) (noun) – The Generalized System of Preferences 

(GSP) is a U.S. trade program designed to promote economic growth in the developing world by 
providing preferential duty-free entry for thousands of products from 129 designated beneficiary 
countries and territories. 

14. accusation (noun) – allegation, blame/condemnation, criticism. 
15. consequence (noun) – result/outcome, repercussion, reverberations/ramification. 
16. hammer out (phrasal verb) – thrash out, sort out, decide on/negotiate. 
17. comprehensive (adjective) – complete/full, thorough, extensive. 
18. elusive (adjective) – difficult to find; subtle, indistinct/intangible. 
19. articulate (verb) – express, mention, voice. 
20. on someone’s hands (phrase) – at someone’s disposal. 
21. in the face of (phrase) – in spite of/despite, notwithstanding, regardless. 
22. aggression (noun) – audacity, assertiveness, determination/forcefulness. 
23. trade war (noun) – a condition in which a country increase tariffs on foreign goods and impose 

quota restrictions to restrict other countries’ trade. 
24. determined (adjective) – resolute, firm, purposeful. 
25. sort out (phrasal verb) – find a solution to, rectify, resolve. 
26. from scratch (phrase) – from the very beginning. 
27. a second look (phrase) – to look at something again. 

28. levy (verb) – impose, charge, demand. 
29. cap (noun) – limit, upper limit, ceiling. 
30. coronary stent (noun) – small expandable mesh tubes that are inserted to keep clogged 

coronary arteries (main blood vessels of heart) open after a balloon angioplasty procedure. 
31. temper (verb) – moderate, tone down, mitigate. 
32. my way or the highway (phrase) – An expression suggesting an ultimatum which indicates 

the listener(s) will either conform to the desires or teachings of the speaker or else be excluded. 
33. sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws 

by limiting or stopping trade with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc 
(Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

34. push back (phrasal verb) – postpone, stall, delay. 
35. outburst (noun) – eruption, outflow/release, outbreak, flare up (of something like emotion). 
36. meet someone halfway (phrase) – reach a compromise, find the middle ground, make a deal. 

Loud and clear: on India-U.S. discord on market access 
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New Delhi must snap out of its denial on the discord with the U.S. on market access 

After a scathing speech by U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross in New Delhi this week, it is no 

longer possible for the government to brush under the carpet its differences with Washington. 

Speaking to Indian and U.S. businesspersons, Mr. Ross lashed out at what he called India’s unfair 

trade practices and “overly restrictive market access barriers”. His comments followed a series of 

measures by the U.S. that have affected India. These include a refusal to revoke or waive tariff 

increases made last year on steel and aluminium, an ultimatum that India “zero out” oil imports from 

Iran by May 2 even without securing comparable alternatives, and the decision to withdraw India’s 

GSP (Generalised System of Preferences) trade status. Mr. Ross repeated President Donald Trump’s 

accusation that India is a “tariff king”, and threatened India with “consequences” if it responded to 

U.S. tariffs with counter-tariffs, something New Delhi had threatened but not yet implemented in the 

hope of hammering out a comprehensive trade package. Despite rounds of talks, however, a package 

has remained elusive, and it is time for the government to articulate the problem on its hands. 

In the face of growing U.S. aggression on the issue, the government that takes office after the election 

will have to urgently consider its options ahead. Clearly, the strategy of the past year, to ignore the 

differences in the hope that the problems would be resolved or that the U.S.’s trade war 

with China would occupy the Trump administration more, has not worked. New Delhi and 

Washington need to make a more determined attempt to sort out issues, starting from scratch if 

required, with tariffs. While the 50-60% duties on motorcycles and cars and 150% duties on American 

liquor that India imposes need a second look, the U.S. must see that average tariffs imposed by India 

(13.8%) are not much higher than those levied by economies such as South Korea and Brazil. In 

addition, the government will need to revisit some of its decisions like data localisation requirements 

and new e-commerce regulations, which were declared suddenly, while the U.S. must show some 

flexibility on India’s price caps on coronary stents and other medical devices. The U.S. must 

understand the cultural differences over the labelling of non-vegetarian dairy products. It is unlikely 

that the Trump administration will temper its “my way or the highway” approach to Iranian oil sales, 

and New Delhi will have to work closely with other countries to build alternative financial structures 

to avoid U.S. sanctions. Where a compromise is not possible, the government should be ready to push 

back on unreasonable demands. Perhaps the most worrying signal from Mr. Ross’s outburst was that 

Washington may not be willing to meet India halfway on trade issues. New Delhi must prepare 

accordingly. 
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